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Lesson Calendar 


Golden Text for the Quarter: For God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
on him should not perish, but have eternal life. —John 3: 16. 


1. October 5.—Moses’ Cry for Help. ........- Num. 11 : 4-32 

2. October 12. —Jealousy and Envy Punished. .... . Num. 13 

3. October 19.— The Report of the Spies . Num. 13: 1- 3, 17 to 14: 25 

4. October 26.—The Sin of Moses and Aaron . Num. 20: 1-13 

s. November 2.—Balak and Balaam.... . Num. 22:1 to 23: 10 

6. November 9.—Abstinence for the Sake of Others 
World’s Temperance Sunday) ...... Rom, 14 :, 7-21 
7. November 16.—The Death of 

BEST A SiGe, Deut. 31 : 1-8; 32: 48-52; 34 : 1-12 

8. November 23.—Joshua, the New Leader... . . Josh. 1: 1-9 

9. November 30.—Crossing the Jordan’. . . Josh. 3: r-17; Psa. 114 

10. December 7.—The Fall of Jericho. . .'. . . Josh. 5: 10 to 6: 27 
st. December 14.—The Sin of Achan.......... Josh. 7 
12. December 21.—The Division of the Land. ..... . Josh. 14 


Or, Christmas Lesson—The Word Made Flesh. . . John x ; 1-18 
13. December 28.—Review—A Day of Decision. 
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Bondage ; 


By Marion Everett Hayn 


in may be, if life held for me 
Position, wealth, and never pain, 
Its glamor would forge fetters that 
Would bind me, captive, to the plain. 








Sunday-schools from all parts of the country and from 
Canada, representing many denominations, entered the 
Rally Day contest for a place on The Sunday School Times 
Honor Roll. The names of the successful schools are 
published on page 746 of this issue. 


. a 
The Sword Edge 


There are times when. to be broad. is to be a failure. 
If we would have a clear vision between right and 
wrong, good and evil, our sight must be keen and go 
deep, rather than be broadly inclusive. In our judg- 
ment of ourselves we are to be narrowly intolerant of 
all compromise with evil of any sort, not broadly 
easy-going. To be ‘‘broad’’ is often spoken of ap- 
provingly ; yet our Lord reversed this judgment when 
he warningly reminded men that the way uf destruc- 
tion is broad and the way of life is narrow. So, in 
contrasting two Bible characters who had different 
kinds of work todo, President Robert Ellis Thompson 
has said of the one: ‘‘ He was a “broader man,’ we 
say ; but breadth is not a virtue in the edge of a 
sword,’’ If we would have our lives cut keen and 


true, let us ask God for the narrowness of his own 
word, which is ‘‘ sharper than any two-edged sword, 
and piercing even to the dividing of soul and spirit, 
of both joints and marrow.’’ Only through such nar- 
rowness as this can we let the breadth and length and 
height and depth of the love of Christ flow out through 
us to all men, 
a“ 


In the Tunnel 


What are we to do when we find ourselves in cir- 
cumstances that seem black and hopeless? Dr. 
Newman Hall tells of being in a railroad train with a 
little girl and her mother when the train was whirled 
from the bright sunshine into the darkness of a tunnel. 
The little child, terrified, clutched her mother in fear. 
And the mother's reassuring word was; ‘‘ Don’t be 
frightened ; remember that I am near. Keep your 
eyes on the lamp, We'll soon be out.’’ There are 
three precious words of comfort, we are reminded, 
whenever we are whirled from the light in which we 
have been living into an unexpected and unexplain- 
able darkness. If we are bewildered or terrified, let 
us just remember that, if we have given ourselves into 
Christ's keeping, there is no cause for fear ; for the 
Lord is at hand. We may keep our gaze steadfastly 
on the lamp, which is the Word of God. And we 
shall soon be out. 
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The Duty of Being Comfortable 

To live a life of ease is one of our first duties. 
Not necessarily bodily ease,—that may be beyond 
our control ; but ease of mind and spirit no matter 
what our bodily condition and surrounding circum- 
stances may be. For anything that is not at ease is 
dis-eased, The word ‘‘disease’’ means exactly that : 
loss of ease or comfort. If our bodies are diseased, 
they have lost the ease and comfort which their 
normal, healthy condition calls for. Even if our 
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body is diseased without our knowing it, so that we 
are not conscious of any discomfort, nevertheless that 
part of the body which is out of health is not enjoying 
its normal ease of life, as the pathologist could show 
us. So it is that we are spiritually diseased when 
spiritually we are not living in the ease, the comfort, 
the freedom from pain and labor and effort, which 
God offers us as our normal life in Christ. We need 
never know such spiritual disease when weabijein Him 
whose perfect spiritual health is ours for the receiving. 
We need never know strain or discomfort of spirit when 
we wear the Yoke of Ease. Our Lord's gracious com- 
mand to take his easy yoke is a command that makes 
spiritual discomfort a sin. How much better it is to 
do right and be comfortable ! 


-— 
Capitalizing Our Mistakes : 


No man has any right to fear his past mistakes. 
Rather, he ought to recognize that he has in them a 
real asset, and he must be sure to capitalize them. 
Out of a lifetime of exceptional business experience, 
Mr. H. J. Heinz, of Pittsburgh, has said; ‘‘ Every 
mistake owes a man something. If he makes a mis- 
take costing him a thousand dollars, he ought to be 
able to get at least two thousand dollars out of it.’’ 
And there are other kinds of mistakes we make out 
of which we ought to be able to wring a value that no 
money can reckon. We may confidently count upon 
God’s supernatural power as we apply this duty to 
ourselves. He makes the wrath of man to praise 
him ; and as we bring him our mistakes in confession 
and sorrow, and. ask him to change our lives, revo- 
lutionize our habits of work, increase our efficiency, 
bring strength out of weakness, he will not fail to 
answer as we abide, in sensitive obedience. in him. 
The worst mistake we can make with a mistake is to 
let it remain on our ledger as a bad debt, when God 
would turn it for us into an interest-bearing account. 
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Gaining the Life of Power 


OW. commonplace is a fly's wing! It is just 
drab. But an observer placed one under a 
microscope, and the closer view showed it to 

be a complex affair, wondrously wrought. Then he 
caught the sun in the mirror under the slide and shot 
a beam through the wing. What had been common- 
place to the casual giance, and complex to the nearer 
view, was now glorious, Every facet of the wing’s 
many cells had its several gleam. It flashed and 
glittered with marvelous color. It was as the beauty 
that St. John saw in the far city. 


‘¢ With wild, prismatic light aglow 
It hinted the walls of eternal days, 
Where the onyx and jasper and gold shall blaze 
And the River of Life shall flow.”’ 


A gleam from the sun shot through the drab and it was 
glorious, So had been life. Just drab! Looked ata 
little closer it was complex, men buying and selling, 
and pleasuring and weeping, and sinning and dying, 
no man unto himself. Then Christ came. A beam 
from the Sun of. Righteousness shot through iife, and 
life was glorious. 

Christ suffered in atonement. At last men did not 
need to keep on mourning over sin, but might find 
forgiveness. He rose from the dead. At last life’s 
largest question was answered ; the grave was not the 
final victor, there was another life. Men could be 
assured that God was, that God forgave sin, that God 
provided for another life. But the question still 
pressed, ‘* What of this life?’’ 

Christ has a higher idea for us than that we should 
keep on forever at the old round of sin, just because 
we know we can be forgiven. He wants us to be 


holy. He wants us to be strong. He wants us to be 
fit for the battle he -has left us to fight. For this we 
need fower. And for this he provided as he de- 
parted. ‘*Nevertheless,’’ he had said after the Sup- 
per, ‘‘It is expedient for you that I go away ; for if [ 
go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you ; 
but if I go, I will send him unto you.’” And as he 
left them he told them, ‘Ye shall receive power 
when the Holy Spirit is come upon you.’’ That is 
what he did when he ascended ; he provided in him- 
self a perpetual intercessor at the Court of God for us, 
an advocate with the Father, and he provided a per- 
petual store of power for those who in faith claim it 
for his service. Do you grasp it, the thing that came 
to us from his Ascension? That.we should have in 
our lives for the meeting of our temptations and the 
performing of our work Jower that is Divine / 

But this power is not for every man. It is sharply 
restricted in its scope. It is a popular theory to-day 
that every man is divine. But every man simply has 
possibilities of divinity or deviltry, as every garden 
has the possibilities of flowers or weeds. ‘The result 
depends on the gardener. The man’s condition de- 
pends entirely upon him to whom he entrusts his 
life—God or the Devil. Not every man is a sharer 
in the power that Christ sends. ‘To as many as re- 
ceived him, to them gave he power to become the 
sons of God, even to them that believe on his name.”’ 

The place where he will manifest his power is in 
your life. He.will manifest it to you for your. own 
battles. In the midst of your strivings you are to 
have the realization that the power of the triumphant 
Christ, the world’s one victor, victor over sin, victor 
over death, victor over the power behind sin and 
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death, is yours. In him and through him you are vic- 
tor. Every day you can take up your life again— His 
life—with a confident prayer to where he sits on the 
throne of God ready with his power for you, and then 
you can go out strong in the knowledge that he is 
able to keep you. He will manifest it to you for ex- 
traordinary days, and for your ordinary days, And 
this last is perhaps where we need it most. Many a 
man can fight gladly, who finds it hard ‘* having done 
all to stand,’’ just to keep himself fit and clean and 
ready in surroundings where there is no enthusiasm. 
But this power of Christ's is equally for that. 

Then he manifests that power through us. Look 
again at the promise as John records it. When he— 
the Comforter—is come, he ‘ will convict the world in 
respect of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment : 
of sin, because they believe not on me ; of righteous- 
ness, because I go to my Father ;... of judgment, be- 
cause the prince of this world hath been judged,’’ The 
world is to be convicted of the sin of unbelief through 
our belief ; of righteousness through our righteous- 
ness, since he has gone to the Father ; of judgment, 
because the prince of this world is a beaten foe and 
has no power over us. It is an object-lesson he has 
planned for the convincing of men. Men are always 
children, no matter how old they grow, in that they 
will understand an object lesson where they will not 
be convinced by an argument. And we may preach 
faith all we will, we may endeavor to our last breath 
to convince men by words of the value and reality of 
the power of Christ for human needs, but the world 
will remain skeptical until it sees us using that power 
in our own emergencies, for our own necessities. 

Listen to the Apostle as he boasts of Christ's 
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might, **I can do all things in him that strength- 
eneth me."’ Never did we need this truth more 
than to-day as men so loudly proclaim humanity's 
ability ‘‘to lift itself its- own boot-straps.'’ But 
has not humanity it all the weary years, and 
has not humanity failed? And have not we failed? 
Here is a way where no failure lies. Infinite. power 
can be ours, power to do all things through Christ. 
He is a King, and he has a king’s power, and he 
offers it to us to overcome, to endure, to suffer: a 
king’s power to demonstrate a king’s might. 

You cannot understand it?) No, and no more can 
you understand the electric power that flashes its silent 
message over your heads while you read this, or that 
will light the slender filaments in the electric bulbs 
when the darkness falls to-night. Yet you use the 
electric power. Why not this? Can it be the con- 
dition imposed? It meant humiliation for divinity 
to become humanity, for God the Son to identify 
himself with men. And it means humiliation for 
man to become divine : the surrender of will. Not 
until we are ready to lay ourselves before him as sub- 
sects fall before their king ; not until we humble our- 
selves before him and do what he wants us to do 
whether we understand it or not ; not until faith be- 
comes so real that the will to know can be laid aside, 
are we going to be powerful with his power. ‘‘He 
that willeth to do his will, he shall know,’’ A sur- 
rendered will, a humbled intellect, an acknowledg- 
ment that we are finite and He infinite,-a received 
Saviour and Life ; and like a flash as when the non- 
conductors are removed and the current thrills. along 
the wires to illumine, to move, so to our lives will 
come the power of the Infinite. 





Sin and Crime 
There was no distinction between sin and crime 


in the Garden of Eden, There is such a distinction 
to-day ; and apparently it is proper and necessary 
that there should be, for the safety of society. An 
Ohio reader asks in a brief sentence just what is the 
difference between these two forms of wrong-doing : 


What is the distinction between sin and crime ? 


Sin is a transgression against the law of God. Crime 
is a transgression against the law of man. A man 
may sin against God without transgressing the laws of 
his country. And a man may, under some circum- 
stances, transgress the law of his country without sin- 
ning against God, The well-known ‘‘ Westminster 
Shorter Catechism'’ defines sin as ‘* any want of con- 
formity unto, or transgression of, the law of God.”’ 
Thus sin is any departure, in even the slightest way, 
from that which God would have us do. To be kept 
from sinning, therefore, calls for a wholly supernatural 
power, which no man of himself can exert: the power 
of God given to us in Jesus Christ, if we receive him 
as Saviour. © But many a man in whom sin has come 
to be the characteristic, dominant attitude and act of 
his life refrains from being a criminal ia that he keeps 
from breaking the laws of his land,—as a matter of 
self-interest, and personal comfort, and greater free- 
dom to continue satisfying the desires of his sinful life. 

Crime, again, as defined by men, is linited to such 
acts as subject the doer to legal punishment. The 
Standard Dictionary in thus defining crime quotes 
Blackstone as saying : ‘‘In common usage, the word 
‘crimes’ is made to denote such offenses as are of a 
deeper and more atrocious dye ; while smaller faults 
and omissions of less consequence are comprised un- 
der the gentler name of ‘misdemeanors,’’’ Again, 
the law distinguishes between criminal and civil law- 
breaking: ‘‘ Offenses against public law are criminal; 
offenses against private rights are merely illegal or un- 
lawful."’ So we have civil suits, in which the offender 
may be forced by law to make good certain damages 
that his action has illegally inflicted upon another ; 
and we have criminal suits, in which the offender 
may be subjected to the punishment of the law. 

The Bible uses both words, sin and crime. The 
New Testament Greek for the word ‘‘sin’’ means 
literally ‘* to miss the mark.’’ One who in any way 
fails to hit the mark of perfect obedience to the entire 
will of God is a sinner ; and because “: all have sinned, 
and ‘fall short of the glory of God,’’ all men need a 
Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

While in one sense all sins are equal in the sight of 
God, inasmuch as any sin, even the so-called least, 
is in and of itself that separation from God which 





means death, nevertheless in another sense God judges 
men according to the light that they have, and thus a 
trifling sin in one man may be a matter of greater 
guilt for him than a crimein another man, This dif- 
fering responsibility and differing judgment is plainly 
intimated in our Lord’s parable when he says: ‘‘ That 
servant, who knew his Lord's will, and made not 
ready nor did according to his will, shall be beaten 
with many stripes ; but he that knew not, and did 
things worthy of stripes, shall be beaten with few 
stripes.’’ So we are to leave wholly to God the judg- 
ing of sins and crimes, as concerns our own personal 
attitude toward the actions of others. And we may 
also be sure that, harsh and ugly as the word crime 
is, our every sin is a more terrible thing in God's 
sight than the worst crime ever conceived by the heart 
of man seems to us. What surpassing love must God 
have toward us, in that he is willing to have these 
sins blotted out in the blood of his only Son in order 
to receive us, forgiven and redeemed sinners, as his 
own children and joint heirs with his sinless Son, our 
Saviour and Lord. 
KK 


Serving Him Who Came to Serve 

The Lord Jesus Christ asks us to become his 
bondservants, his veritable slaves. In view of this, 
a West Virginia reader raises a question which might 
seem to bea puzzling one, concerning a statement that 


‘our Lord made about himself : 


Kindly explain the Golden ‘Text, ‘‘ The Son of man came 
not to be ministered unto, but to minister.’"” ‘There seems to 
be a contradiction. He came to be served as well as to serve, 

The Master of men was, is, and always will be, the 
greatest servant that the universe has ever known. It 
is his purpose and passion to put himself, with all the 
riches and glory of his being, at the service of men. 
His supreme expression of this eternal purpose was 
made when, ‘existing in the form of God, [he] 
counted not the being on an equality with God a 
thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, taking the 
form of a servant, being made in the likeness of men ; 
and_ being found in fashion as a man, he humbled 
himself, becoming obedient even unto death, yea; the 
death of the cross.’" As the Son of man, our Lord 
Jesus Christ lived a life of constant ministry, asking 
only that men let him do for them all that he could 
while he lived and moved among them as a ‘man. 
He could have established himself at once as the king 
of this world, ‘but he would not: he made himself 
the servant of this world. : 

But we now understand that Christ, knew, also, that 
he could serve men best and eternally only as they 
voluntarily chose to serve him eternally. What he 
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became to them, he asked them to become to him. 
Only one who has voluntarily yielded up all that he 
has and all that he ic to the mastery of Jesus Christ 
can know the joy and power and freedom of having 
Christ serve him all the time with His own very lite. 
Because st came to serve men, he asked men to 
serve him ; for only as they serve him can he serve 
them to the uttermost. 

And the wonder and glory of Christ's service of us 
is that when we have become his bondservants he 
does for us, only in lesser degree, what God the Father 
did for him after he becamea bondservant. ‘‘ Where- 
fore also God highly exalted him, and gave unto him 
the name which is above every name ; that in the 
name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in 
heaven and things on earth and things under the 
earth, and that every tongue should confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord.’’ Jesus, who is such a servant as no 
man ever has been or ever can be, becomes Lord of 
all, such a Lord as no man ever has been or ever can 
be. But God also exalts those who become the bond- 
servants of Jesus Christ. In the revelation given to 
John of the eternal glory of this supreme Servant, we 
find God’s own promise that Christ's bondservants 
shall ‘‘ reign forever and ever."’ 


. x 
Drawing a Line in Games 


Relaxation and entertainment have a healthy and 
necessary place in the life of young people and older. 
But there is many a form of entertainment that is not 
healthy or wise ; and where to draw the line in enter- 
tainments is a question that confuses many. A church 
worker in Manitoba asks for suggestions that will help 
to maintain the best social life in a class of young 
people : 

I am president of an organized class of young people. Card 
games of various kinds are used in some of our social gather- 
ings. Some of these | play myself, and some I leave alone. 1 
believe that some of them are hurtful. Flinch, Panic, Pit, 
Nations, Authors, ver = Lost Heir, Old Maid, etc., are the 
games in question. ould you advise us as to what games 
ought to be dropped, that I may bring the matter before the 
class for discussion ? 

Where can we get a good book for social evening entertain- 
ments ? 

One pretty safe dividing line between games is the 
line, that separates skill from chance. While there 
are, of course, games of chance that are in themselves 
practically harmless, and that also are removed from 
the associations that tend to, demoralize, nevertheless 
even such games do not really offer quite the same 
opportunity for healthy, profitable enjoyment that is 
found in games of skill. Most card games, perhaps 
all, are. games of chance. Many such games which 
are not played with what are called ‘‘ playing cards,"’ 
and which are free from the regrettable associations and 
tendencies of the latter, are harmless enough in them- 
selves, and are not necessarily to be ruled out of one’s 
possible amusements ; yet even they do not offer the 
same opportunity for entertainment of the healthiest, 
most profitable sort as do games of outright skill, such 
as checkers, chess, bowling, quoits, spelling games 
(like logomachy), and many others, The habitual 
use of games of chance tends to bring people into an 
attitude of undue recognition of chance as a factor in 
life. If a class of young people really want to take 
high ground in a matter of this sort, why not let them 
definitely decide to include in their social gatherings 
games of skill only? There would be no real loss in 
this, and there might be great gain in thus setting a 
standard a little higher than is ordinarily thought 
necessary. 

Among books for social evening entertainments are 
the following : ‘‘ Five Hundred Ways to Help Your 
Church,’* by Theresa H. Wolcott (The Sunday School 
Times Company, $1). .‘‘Sociai to Save,’ and ‘*Social 
Evenings,’’ by Amos R. Wells (United Society of 


-. Christian Endeavor, 35 cents each). 
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From a Veteran Pastor’s Prayers 


RACIOUS GOD, our Father, Redeemer, Friend : So 
inweave thyself with every fiber of our being, and with 
every passing thought and feeling, as to transform us 

into thine image. Curb our wavywardness. Stab our moral 
inertia into aspiration. Lord, make us care, and set us going. 
..- Once more, this holy hour, by thy grace we choose— 
choose to be the real thing, no longer shams ; thine own chil- 
dren, alive in every nerve with thee, and not spiritual ghosts 
or rattling skeletons. Come, Lord, in thy a power, and 
set us on the high places, with the storms of life all left below, 
its frets disarmed, its manifold interests appealing to our ten- 
derness and not to our wrath or our dread,—our spirits serene 
and joyous, while yet in sympathetic touch with human need. 
Thus would we move among men, unafraid, compassionate, 
companionable, kind, winsome and gracious : God's true chil- 
dren, reflecting thine image, and transmitting thy blessings to 
our fellow-men. 
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LESSON FOR DEC. 14 (Josh. 7) 
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Y THE death of Professor Orr on September 6 

a notable figure has been removed from the 
theological and religious life of our time. It 

was felt with the effect of a stunning blow throughont 
the church he loved and served so well. To those 
who were privileged to know him as a friend it is a 
keen personal loss. , ae 

Born in Glasgow, April 11, 1844, the son of Robert 
Orr, a young engineer with excellent prospects, the boy 
eatly entered the school of adversity. When he was 
only nine years of age his father died, and soon his 
mother was taken also.’ The orphan lad found a home 
with humble relatives, under whose roof he dwelt until 
he entered the ministry. There was no lack of affection, 
but often the pinch of poverty was felt. The strug- 
gles of these days left a vivid impression on his mind. 

To augment the slender revenues of the household, 
he was apprenticed toa bookbinder. It was a hard 
school, but some lessons of priceless value were 
learned. The necessity to earn his own bread he 
accepted, not as a burden to be grimly borne, but as 
a task in which the nobler qualities of manhood might 
be developed. A natural humility, which distin- 
guished him to the end, was mingled with a fine spirit 
of independence and quiet self-reliance. Already 
there was evidence of that strength, mental and phy- 
sical, which to many in future days seemed almost to 
defy exhaustion. His consciousness of power for 
higher service may have been God's messenger call- 
ing him to nobler work. Amid the exacting duties of 
his trade he found time for preparatory studies, laying 
well and truly the foundations on which the splendid 
structure of his learning was to rest. He,-then.ac- 
quired the habits of industry and order which enabled 
him to make the most and the best of the hours avail- 
able for work, ri vj 
pe the University of Glasgow young Orr won many 

distinctions, especially in philosophy. His apti- 

tude for metaphysical studies ‘was striking. He 
graduated with first class honors in philosophy: His 
teacher, Edward Caird, had the highest\epinion of 
his abilities. Of his prize essay on David Hume, 
Caird said it was the best thing written on the subject. ’ 
This was afterward elaborated ‘in his book published 
in the Epoch-makers Series (1903).' He ‘acted for a 
time as assistant to the professor of logic, and subse- 
quently became examiner in philosophy for degrees 
in the university. 

His. theological curriculum was taken at the United 
Presbyterian College in Edinburgh, and in 1874 he 
was settled as minister of East Bank Church, Hawick. 
His power in ‘the pulpit was speedily recognized, 
while in his pastoral work no visitor was more wel- 
come at the firesidés of his people. The large’ hu- 
manity of the man,’ his strength and kihdliness, 
attracted to. him many friends; while his own’ ‘early 
experiences enabled him to enter with peculiar sym- 
pathy into the distresses of the poor. 


EVOTION to more serious studies was not fora 
moment relaxed. Reviews and learned articles 
from his pen gained for him wide repute as 

a sound scholar and able Christian philosopher. 

Visitors to the manse found themselves at once 
in an atmosphére which made converse on the highest 
themes natural: and often, far into the night, grave 
problems affecting human life and destiny were dis- 

cussed with absorbing interest. It was always easy to 
speak freely to him. There was nothing remote, no 

assumption of superiority about him. He was your 
comrade, trudging along the highway by your side, 

who plainly hoped to learn something of value to him- 

self in fellowship with the humblest. 

In 1885 he received the degree of D.D. from his 
old university, being one of the only two who achieved 
this distinction by examination. The other is Dr. 
Mackichan, the honored principal of the Missionary 
College, Bombay, In 1891 Dr. Orr was called to the 
chair of church history in the college of his Church in 
Edinburgh. The following year he delivered the first 
series of the Kerr Lectures, his subject being, ‘‘ The 
Christian View of God and the]‘World.’’ At the 
union of the Free and United Presbyterian churches 
in 1900 he was transferred to the chair of apologetics 
and systematic theology in the United Free Church 
College, Glasgow,—a remarkable testimony to the 
versatility of his learning, and to the Church's confi- 





The Scholar who ‘Turned the ‘Tide in Biblical Criticism 


A young American pastor of keen mind said that when- 
ever he was troubled with intellectual difficulties in 
Bible study and a temptation to think the critical view 
. reasonable, he always found the remedy by reading Dr. 
James Orr. It was Professor Orr, Dr. Griffith Thomas 
points out, who may be said to have commenced the turn 
‘Of the tide from destructive criticism to conservatism. 
The Bishop of Durham has expressed the hope that Dr. 
Orr’s. death may quicken interest in the remarkable 
. books he has written, and asserts that no serious student 
ought to neglect any of them. 











dence in him. From this platform, in the full ma- 
turity of his powers, it is not too much to say that he 
addressed a world-wide audience, exercising an influ- 
ence which steadily increased through his life. 

Dr. Orr's lot was cast in a time of mental unrest 
affecting men’s beliefs in every sphere,—a time of re- 
volt from authority, and unique development of the 
critical spirit. All theories and doctrines were alike 
called in question. It was proposed to grant toler- 
ance of life only to such as should successfully vindi- 
cate their claim at the bar of reason. Many voices 
were heard in depreciation of the Christian faith. It 
was antiquated, and no longer adequate to the needs 
of educated men. Its leading dogmas could not be 
harmonized withe the fundamental ideas controlling 
modern thought. It was impossible for any enlight- 





Dr. Ort’s Answer to Modern Criticism 


When | am asked, as I sometimes am, which of the 
articles of the evangelical faith | am prepated to part 
‘with at the instance of modern thought, and in the in- 
terests of a reconstructed theology. | answer, with 
fullest confidence;“‘ None of them.” ‘‘ Traditional ’* 
these articles may be; if they are true, and a part of 
the unchanging Gospel, and if the Church adheres to 
them as it should, they are bound to be “ traditional.” 
This word “‘ traditional ’”’ does not alarm me. itisa 
“ traditional ” belief that the sun rises and sets, that 
the tides ebb and flow at regular intervals, that fire 
burns and water drowns and bread nourishes, that 
wheat produces wheat and barley barley; ... but we 
are not going to change our belief in these things 
“simply because they. have been long and commonly 
believed. The-old constellations in the heavens are 
** traditional,’’. but. they wili be moved from their 
places.as soon as the truths of this old Gospel. My 
ground for this confidence simply is, that they are there 
in the Bible, and that the world can never do without 
them. No church that is to live can afford to drop 
them from its creed. 

















ened person to credit the supernatural elements in 
the Christian history. These, and similar theses, 
maintained with varying ability and speciousness, 
produced widespread unsettlement and perplexity. 
Among the more superficial an attitude of skepticism 
became popular. It seemed as if a claim to intellec- 
tual respectability could hardly be made good if a 
man had not moved some distance from the old posi- 
tions of faith. 

Dr. Orr was a true child of hisage. He never took 
anything at second hand, however great the names 
quoted in its support might be. Every demand for 
credence he subjected to thorough investigation and 
unsparing criticism. His method was ‘‘ radical’’ in 
the truest sense. He must get to close quarters with 
every point, see and understand the ground on which 
it rested. He supplied a needed corrective to the 
tendency to found startling propositions on vague 
generalities, or on mere hearsay evidence. The 
doughtiest leaders of revolt were sure of an uncom- 
fortable time when Dr. Orr's searchlight and artillery 
were turned on their positions. 


ERY early Dr. Orr discerned the solidity and 
strength of the great central Christian verities, 
The statement, illustration, and defense of 
these became the work of his life. To this task, with 
rare devotion and enthusiasm, he devoted all his 
powers, His great philosophical gifts, and his pro- 
found sense of the unity of knowledge, lent clearness 
and coherency to his thought. No problem was con- 
sidered in isolation from the whole of which it formed 
apart, He sought to maintain a just proportion and 
true perspective ; to avoid the errors incident .to a 
partial or one-sided view. 

In his, Kerr Lectures already mentioned, published 
in 1893, ‘*The Christian: View of, God. and the , 
World,’’ he made his first important contribution to 
theological literature, and took his place at once in 
the front rank of theological writers. The ‘book has 
enjoyed extraordinary popularity, and has undoubt- 
edly made a marked impression on the religious 
thought of the time. A friendly, but not wholly sym. 
pathetic, writer refers to it in these terms: ‘‘The 
wide range of his knowledge, the massive and com- 
prehensive thought, the fearless criticism of scientists, 
philosophers, and German theologians, the strong 
positive note and decided personal conviction revealed 
in this book make it one of the strongest modern 
apologiae in defense of the Christian faith. It is or- 
thodox to the core, and yet it is not the work of an 
obscurantist, but is written in full view of the facts.’’ 


HIS book exhibits the characteristics familiar to 
those who know the author's work. He had 
no patience with ‘* popularisers’’ of knowledge. 

He never presumed to ‘‘ talk down.’’ ‘He was con- 
vinced that what was clear to his own mind could be 
understood by the average man if worthily expressed. 
In this case his faith was triumphantly justified. 
Here also is abundant evidence of the pains he took 
to grasp and state fairly the position of opponents. 
As his friend and colleague, Dr. Denney, has ob- 
served, he had no cheap and easy way of evading or 
dismissing difficulties. No matter with whom he 
dealt, — Kant, Hegel, Hartmann, Schopenhauer, 
Schliermacher, Ritschl, Spencer, Darwin, —he did so, 
‘*not from hearsay, or on the strength of a compen- 
dium. He had mastered them in their own writings, 
and his mind was massive enough to weigh them in. 
its own scales, and to be its own authority upon 
them.’’ 

He followed with close attention the theological 
movements in Germany, and in 1898 published his 
study of ‘‘ The Ritschlian Theology and the Evangel- 
ical Faith.’’ It has been suggested that he lacked 
real affinity with the Ritschlian type of mind, and so 
failed to do justice to this new theology. But impar- 
tial readers will hardly deny that he has done ample 
justice to a system which would sever faith from his- 
torical testimony, which sees no reality in miracle 
save for religious experience. He had no sympathy 
for the vague and nebulous thinking which it fostered, 
and with some gusto he exposed its inner logical con- 
tradictions. He returned to this subject in ‘‘ Ritsch- 
lianism : Expository and Critical Essays’’ (1903). 
No detailed reference is necessary here to the numer- 
ous books which he published, or the courses of lec- 
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tures which he delivered at various centers of learning 
in America, where he was held in the highest esteem. 
Indeed, even his most strenuous opponents could not 
but regard with a feeling of good-will this stalwart and 
chivalrous defender of the faith who dealt so trench- 
antly with their theories, but who showed such cour- 
tesy and consideration to themselves. 

His book, ‘* The Problem of the Old Testament 
Considered with Reference to Recent Criticism,’’ 
which was awarded the Bross Prize, appeared in 1906. 
It is perhaps, the most formidable attack yet made 
upon the Graf-Wellhausen hypothesis, It is proba- 
bly due to the author's modest disclaimer of the right 
to speak as an expert that this book has been belit- 
tled in some quarters. It is in fact the outcome of 
profound study, pursued unremittingly for nearly forty 
years. Everything likely to cast light on the subject 
written by Continental, British, and American schol- 
ars was taken account of. As he says himself, ‘One 
early learns that if these theories are to be dealt with 
satisfactorily it can only be by going at first hand to 
the sources—tapping the stream, as it were, at the 
fountairi-head,’’ His equipment was in reality one 
that many ‘‘experts’’ might envy. He treats the 
problem with openness of mind, ample knowledge, 
and great sanity of judgment, It is in no sense the 
work of a reactionary or obscurantist. If in certain 
points he finds himself in agreement with the critics, 
this is trumpeted as a ‘‘concession’’ fatal to his posi- 
tion, It is not, however, a question of agreement or 
difference on this or that detail, but one affecting 
fundamental principles. Thoughtful people will not 
readily assent to an hypothesis which a man like Dr. 
Orr believes to rest ‘‘ on erroneous fundamental prin- 
ciples, is eaten through with subjectivity, and must, 
if carried out to its logical issues, . . . prove subversive 
of our Christian faith, and of such belief in, and use 
of, the Bible as alone can meet the needs of a living 
church."’ He writes throughout with the calm confi- 
dence of the man who knows the strength of his case. 

During the last few years of his life he acted as 
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editor-in-chief of the Bible Encyclopedia about to be 
issued by the Howard-Severance Publishing Company, 
Chicago, To this enterprise, in which the present 
writer had the happiness of much fellowship with 
him, he attached great importance, as furnishing the 
first Bible Encyclopedia on an extensive scale written 
from a reasonably conservative point of view. 

To Dr. Orr the atmosphere of church courts was 
not very congenial, although he took his share in their 
business as duty required. His mind was not that of 
the ecclesiastic. With temporizing and diplomacy he 
would have nothing to do. He was simple and 
straightforward alike in speech and action, and ever 
sought to free from all obscurity the end he aimed at. 
Among his brethren he was greatly honored and 
trusted. He was Joint-Convener of the Union Com- 
mittee whose work was consummated in the union of 
the Free and United Presbyterian Churches in 1900. 
In the Conferences between representatives of the 
Church of Scotland and the United Free Church now 
going on his assistance and counsel were eagerly 
sought. No one expected him to falter in adherence 
to the scar en ‘¢A Free Church in a Free State,’’ of 
which he had been a life-long advocate, Neither did 
any one doubt his earnestness, for the sake of religion 
in Scotland, in search for a basis of union in which 
the legitimate interests of all parties might be met 
and satisfied. His personal disinterestedness was as 
conspicuous as his ability and sagacity. He ever de- 
sired to see the right thing done, no matter who 
reaped the reward. As Sir W. Robertson Nicoll said: 
‘He might have taken for his motto : 

* Let our God’s praise 

Go bravely through the world at last 

What care through me or thee,’ ”’ 
To quote Dr. Denney again, ‘‘ He was a great gift of 
God to the church in a perplexed and anxious time, 
and many will be inspired as long as they live by the 
memory of his laborious, magnanimous, and truly 
Christian faith.’’ 

EDINBURGH, SCOTLAND, 





How she learned that there was something 
more in life than average Christianity 
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An American Girl’s Struggle and Surrender 


Told by Herself 








One of the last lessons that Christians learn—and some of us never learn it—is that 
our real service is not measured by our own activity, but is the result of the activity 


of the Spirit. 


And Charles G. Finney by his word and life emphasized the message 


that the laws of spiritual results are as sure and definite in their operation as the 


farmer’s laws of sowing and reaping. 


If it be thought that a life yielded to Christ for 


Him to work through means a life of passive ease, the sufficient answer is in such an 
experience as is told here by one who tried both ways—working for Christ in human 
energy, and surrendering to Christ for his Spirit to bring the fruit, 


Ill, WHAT FRUIT DID SURRENDER BRING? 


O* THE wall in my room in India hung a motto- 
card. It is the picture of a stony hill with a 
little green grass here and there, On the top 
of the hill is a tree ; most of the branches on one side 
have been entirely swept away by the wind, and only 
a few scraggly limbs remain on the other side. On 
this card is printed: ‘* Endure when there is every 
external reason not to endure.’’ And this verse: 
‘* He endured, . . . seeing him who is invisible.”’ 

A dear young friend, seeing this card, said to me: 
‘‘Memsahiba, that motto-card is to me your photo- 
graph. God has been cutting from your life one 
branch after another, and again and again has re- 
moved earthly supports.’’ 

In the soft tones of her voice breathed a tendez, 
loving sympathy, and I thought of loved ones taken, 
—yes, and of strong friends removed ; but I thought 
too of her pure young life, —a life filled with the Holy 
Spirit, Christ reigning supreme ; and I thought of 
him who had allowed my life to be thus stripped, and 
of his friendship ; and the heart went out in deeper 
love to him who is worthy to receive, and for the sake 
of knowing whom one would suffer the loss of all 
things. 

Among the things that had brought me again and 
again to the realization that the Holy Spirit did not 
fill me before my surrender was made, two were out- 
standing : unsatisfied longing, and the ineffectiveness 
of my message to convert men and women. After 
giving my life unconditionally to the Father, my mind 
and heart were occupied with Christ, getting ac- 
quainted with him through the Word and prayer. So 
new and so blessed was the fellowship and compan- 
ionship and friendship of Christ, that I have many 


times wondered if I could call my former life a Chris- 
tian life. I have with me the Bible I studied in these 
blessed days. The portions I have marked stirred my 
heart deeply then, and are now my sure portion. 

The more I knew Christ and the more his life pos- 
sessed me, the greater became his opportunity to win 
others, A little more than a year after I gave myself 
unconditionally to God I copied this prayer in my 
Bible and made it mine: 


‘* Lord, I come, and simply resting 

On thy faithful, changeless word, 

I believe the blood doth cleanse me, 
And that Christ is crownéd Lord, 

Grant henceforth a ceaseless outflow 
Of thy life and love through me, 

Reaching those who sit in darkness, 
Winning priceless souls to thee.’’ 


Of all those whom I was allowed to see yielding 
their lives to Christ for the infilling of the Holy Spirit, 
and who were given deeper longings for a Christ- 
possessed life, and who were turned to Christ from 
bondage to Satan, I can truly say that I know it was 
not even my witness that accomplished it, but it was 
Christ revealed in that witness. As I have read 
again letters that have been sent me by those who 
heard God's voice calling through my witness, I realize 
that in each instance we turned together to Christ in 
prayer, and He, the irresistible one, captured the soul. 
God himself gained the victories. God did ‘the 
thing impossible,’’ 

I was at times anxious and burdened, thinking that 
I should speak to all whom I met,—on the train, for 
instance, when a lady would come into the same com- 
partment, and might be in for only ashorttime. Soon 
I found that I could roll this burden onthe Lord. I! 
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was to be anxious in nothing, but pray and watch ; 
he would open the way. He wants us to be always 
usable. ‘‘As maid by mistress watching stands,’’ so 
we are to be ready and quick to obey WHEN he 
speaks. ; 

Every one with whom We come in touch has been 
allowed to come by an all-wise Father and an all-lov- 
ing Father, and he has some purpose in the meeting. 
It is just as possible that he desires to speak to me 
through the individuals I meet as it is that he should 
desire to speak to them through me. I pray that I 
may always be teachable. No matter how difii- 
cult the situation, I must not fret. This very person 
has been allowed to come by the Father, and these 
circumstances are his will for me, since I love him, 
and they will work together for my good. 

.Through the Word I was also taught that, whether 
1 realized it or not, ‘‘He that believeth on me, .. , 
from within him shall flow rivers of living water.’’ 
One whom we called the ‘‘ apostle of praise’’ in the 
Punjab used to repeat : ‘‘ Shall flow, shall flow, shall 
flow.’” God has said it, Can we not believe him? 

_ During these days Christ's life of intercession be- 
came more and more real. Since his life now is spent 
in intercession, we who share his life cannot help 
praying. The truths revealed in Hebrews, where 
Christ our Priest-King reveals God, and in Philip- 
pians 3 : 7-16, in Galatians 2 : 20 and § : 22-24, and 
in Ephesians 6 ; 10-20, called me to prayer and in- 
tercession. The conflict is not against flesh and 
blood ; it is a spiritual conflict; not a conflict against 
Hindus and Mohammedans, but against the powers 
of darkness that hold them in bondage. 

I was once called to help in a meeting for the In- 
dian women in another mission. We had just planned 
in our station to send a prayer circular.each month to 
friends in America that we might have their help in 
intercession. After the meetings were over I was 
telling one of the missionaries whom I met at dinner 
that evening of this prayer circular, He was deeply 
interested, Little did I realize that a few years later 
he would be the ‘‘apostle of prayer’’ in the Punjab. 
God was calling individuals to leave all for him, ‘This 
man was shown what great things he must suffer for 
Christ, and he did not shrink back. It was at this 
time that a prayer circle was formed in the Punjab 
to pray definitely every day for a quickening of the 
spiritual life. 7 

I made many mistakes, but God was so good to me 
and bore so patiently. One special instancé, where I 
seemed to be very unwise and very unsuccessful in 
revealing Christ, caused me to pray definitely that 
Christ would bring souls to me. From that time ‘op- 
portunities have crowded upon me. I remember 
how the women thronged me as I walked through the 
narrow streets to the school. I remember how the 
eager little school-girls became more eager to hear of 
the Saviour and his love. One day we studied in 
Bible class about Christ's second coming. So real 
did the Spirit make the message that the dear little 
Hindu and Mohammedan girls were disappointed 
when he did not come that day, and the next day as 
I entered the school I was met with the words : ‘‘ Oh, 
Memsahiba, Christ has not come yet."’ 

In the early days it was with difficulty that we kept 
the girls after they reached the age of ten, In:later 
years our school has eight grades, and we have a 
number of girls who are from fourteen to sixteen years 
of age. After much prayer we were led to ask a num- 
ber of these older girls (and yet not old enough legally 
to choose to be baptized) to give themselves in a writ- 
ten consecration to the ‘‘true God.’’ These were 
girls from Mohammedan and Hindu families. 

One of the girls said: ‘* But, Memsahiba, you 
think Christ is the true God.’’ 

I replied that I most undoubtedly did, but ‘just 
now that is not the question, . We all want to serve 
the true God, whoever he proves himself to be.’’ 

Eight thus gave themselves to the true God in this 
prayer of consecration ; the paper of one of the girls 
is before me. I translate it: ‘*O true God, I give 
myself, body, soul, and spirit, to thee, and I promise 
thee that I will leave every evil and false way, and 
the way thou showest, upon it I will walk ; and the 
word thou speakest, that I will obey.”’ 

The true God began to speak to these hearts, and 
many of these dear young girls have suffered more for 
their investigation of the faith of Christ than most of 
us have suffered for our faith in Him. 

One wholly unique and unexpected opportunity of 
service was to teach the girls of a Mohammedan 
school. This school met in a mosque, and the 
Maulvi (Mohammedan priest), whose wife I had vis- 
ited and some of whose girls had been in our School 
at one time, asked me to.come to teach them’to sing 
the Psalms and hymns, and said that I could: teach 
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‘taem the New Testament. I went once a fortnight 


for some months, 

In India where the darkness of sin is terrific (I use 
that word-in its real meaning), and where Satan so 
subtly attacks the faith as well as the flesh, the emo- 
tions, the intellect and the will of man, multitudes 
who have given themselves to Christ are desperately 
tempted. One who was thus tempted came to me for 
prayer and counsel. So desperate was she that there 
had been: terrible temptation to suicide, For hours 
we sat at the feet of the Lord. He touched her and 


‘strengthened her. Christ was soon given his rightful 


place in her life. To-day He is doing a great work 
through her in one of the largest cities of the Punjab. 

Another, weak in body and spirit, after a short rest 
on the hills had to go again into the desperate battle 
with the powers of darkness on the plains,’ During 
the last hours, especially during the last night of our 
time together, we spent time in prayer and consider- 
tion of the Word. A letter sent me after her return 
tells me of what God did for her then. Since then 
Christ has so led her that instead of leaving India, as 
many feared she must, she is still carrying the glad 


‘tidings to multitudes in that dark land. 


Another who was bound by terrible sin came to 
me. I shrank from hearing about what I felt so help- 
less to change. I could not understand how talking 
it over would help any. But thus God planned it, 
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‘and’ when’ thé wliole terrible sin was revealed we 


turned td Christ, whose infinite sacrifice reaches to 


‘deepest depths of sin, ahd who, when we confess our 


sins, forgives and ‘‘cleanses us from all unrighteous- 
ness*’; and another soul was delivered from bond- 
age, a captive set free. Her letters since then breathe 
a joyous gladness ‘and freedom. ' 

There have been many failures, times when the 
self-life hindered God. I am more and more amazed 
that God has been able, notwithstanding my failures, 
to work in such wondrous ways, and has given me the 
great joy of seeing him work. 

God offers to bring all who will into the secret place, 
within the veil, the place of sweetest refuge where ‘all 
is peace and quiet stillness,"’ 


‘© Within the veil. Be this, beloved, be portion : 
Within the secret of thy Lord to dwell; 
Beholding him, until thy face his‘glory, 

Thy life his love, thy lips his praise, shall tell. 


Within the veil—for only as thou gazest 
Upon the matchless beauty of his face 
Canst thou become a living revelation 

Of his great heart of love, his untold grace. 


Within the veil, his fragrance poured upon thee ; 
Without the veil that fragrance shed abroad. 
Within the veil his hand shall tune the music 
Which sounds on earth the praises of thy Lord.” 





Will Abolishing Liquor Create a Labor Panic ? 


By Charles Stelzle 
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Perhaps. none take more zealous interest in the temperance movement than do the 

liquor dealers. When Mr. Stelzle first called attention to some remarkable figures 

that spelled danger for the liquor traffic, the saloon advocates were quick to study the 

figures and object to the conclusions. Mr. Stelzle here calls the liquor business to 

the bar of facts, with the workingman as the jury; and the case is one that every 
~ friend of temperance should study with keen interest. 


ENTURIES ago the labor guilds, including mas- 


ters.and men, pitted their strength against the‘ 


advancing Christian, army. Back to the time 
when no man could remember, the people had-been 
worshiping through amulet and idol, The manufac- 
ture of these had become. an industry. which..gave 
employment to great hosts of workers. Formed into 
various guilds or trades unions, they sought to pre- 
serve their crafts against the growing tendency. of 
Christian converts to discontinue the use of fetish and 
dumb gods. ; : 

A-remarkabie and well-authenticated instance’ of 
this is found in the Acts of the Apostles. . Ephesus 
was the seat of the great temple of Diana, To it were 
attracted the worshipers who purchased silver shrines 
fashioned by the smiths who made their living through 
the sale of these. One day Paul the apostle appeared 
in their midst and preached a new doctrine—the doc- 
trine of the true God. And this began to work a 
revolution. The idols were cast out. The temple 
was deserted by the people of the new-found faith. 
Soon the effect of this became apparent to Demetrius 
the silversmith, leader of the guild. Assembling the 
men who were engaged in his craft, they raised a great 
outcry, ‘‘Great is Diana of the Ephesians.’’ A mob 
quickly came together, and then the truth was re- 
vealed ;: these silversmiths were not so much con- 
cerned about Diana as they were about the perma- 
nency of their craft. This man Paul, whom they were 
opposing, was through his preaching driving out their 
business. What if the people had been living in 
heathen darkness? what if the progress of the race was 
impeded ?—the chief and apparently the only consid- 
eration was the personal welfare of the silversmiths. 

To-day the trades unions are facing another crisis. 
Another reform is making progress, and it threatens 
to sweep the land. The forces opposing the liquor 
interests are gathering strength, and ere long the 
saloon will go,—if the people finish the task which 
they have so well begun. But again the craftsmen 
who live by the profits of an evil which is even more 
generally recognized than was the sin of idol worship 
in the days of Paul, are making protest. Various 
are the cries that parallel the slogan, ‘‘ Great is Diana 
of the Ephesians.’’ Frenzied for ‘‘liberty’’ and 
‘«justice’’ and ‘‘fraternity’’ are those who are fight- 
ing for the maintenance of the saloon ; but back of it 
all and over it all is the desire to preserve a craft 
which gives them a living. 


‘* Have the temperance fanatics even given a thought 
to the question of what would become of the hundreds 
of thousands who would be deprived of their means 
of..making a living if prohibition became general ? 
Did they ever seriously consider the disastrous con- 
sequences of the destruction of so large an industry as 
the brewing industry, and how it would affect other 
industries? Did they ever consider that prohibition 
in our country would take away the bread from the 
mouths of a million men, women, and children, who 
would be dumped upon the labor market, or made 
paupers ?’’ 

This is the question asked by the United Brewery 
Workmen of America. Will the abolition of the 
liquor traffic create a labor panic? Let us confine 
ourseives to this single proposition. Never mind, for 
the moment, the social, the physical, the moral, and 
the political aspects of the liquor problem. The aver- 
age workingman worries more about losing his job 
than he does about his eternal future. To his mind 
the economic aspect of the liquor problem is more 
important than any other. He has been told, not 
only by the Brewery Workmen of America, but by 
the brewing interests, that, if the breweries and the 
saloons are closed, the men who grow the grain out of 
which they make the beer will suffer grievously ; that 
the glass-bottle blowers who make the glasses and the 
bottles used in the industry, that those who make 
the cigars which are sold in the saloon, those who 
manufacture bar fixtures used in the saloon, those 
who make the automobiles in which the beer is con- 
veyed about the city, and the horseshoers, the harness- 
makers, the machinists, the carpenters, the engineers, 
—all, indeed, who who are in any way related to the 
manufacture or the sale of liquor—all will lose their 
jobs if the saloon is put out of business. And that's 
why hundreds of thousands of perfectly sober, non- 
saloon ;'patronizing workingmen vote to retain the 
saloon in every part of the United States. 

The railroad man’ is concerned in our calculation. 
What is he getting out of the liquor business? Just 
about .003 of the total railroad freight traffic. 

What about the farmer? Of his total crop of grain 
consisting of barley (malt), rye, corn, wheat, and 
oats, there is used for liquor just about three percent. 
Perhaps we can find use for this three percent in the 
making of bread or breakfast food. 

Invariably, when:compared with other industries, 
the.liquor.business:is at a disadvantage. The follow- 
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ing table is made up of facts taken from the Abstract 
of Statistics of Manufactures, United States, 1910, and 
shows a group of industries, indicating the ratio of 
wages paid to the capital invested, and the ratio of 
wages paid to the value of products: | 


RATIO OF WAGES RATIO OF WAGES 


TO. CAPITAL TO VALUE OF 

INDUSTRY INVESTED PRODUCTS 

PERCENT PERCENT 
Liquor 5.6 7.38 
Textile and its finished products 23.9 19.6 
Iron and steel and their products 17.6 19.7 
Lumber and its manufactures 27.1 26.9 
Leather and its finished products 23.5 15.6 
Paper and printing 21.3 20.5 


It is seen here that the ratio of wages paid to 
workingmen in the five groups of industries outside 
the liquor industry in the matter of capital invested is 
about four times greater than it is in the liquor busi- 
ness ; and in the matter of wages paid compared to 
the value of products it is nearly three times greater. 

Let us look at this question from another angle. 
Take the investment in each of these industries to 
each wage-earner, and the number of wage-earners to 
each $1,000,000 invested : 


INVESTMENT TO NO. OF WAGE-EARNERS 


INDUSTRY EACH TO EACH $1,000,000 
WAGE-EARNER INVESTED 

Liquor $12,860 7% 
Textile, etc. 1,726 a 
Iron, etc. 3,523 2 

Lumber, etc. 1,725 579 
Leather, etc. 2,128 469 
Paper, etc. 2,722 367 


These figures prove that the liquor business em- 
ploys only one-fifth as many workers for the same 
amount invested as is the case in the average num- 
ber employed in each of the other five groups of 
industries. 

Upon a conservative basis, we may safely say that 
the annual drink bill in America is $1,800,000, 000. 
That is to say, this is the amount which is spent, at 
the retail price, for intoxicating liquor. The amount 
spent per annum for bread and clothing by the con- 
sumer is about the same. Suppose that national 
prohibition should prevail, and that the money now 
spent for liquor should be spent for bread and’ cloth- 
ing. What would the effect be upon labor? The 
Statistics of Manufacture for 1911 gives the following 
figures with reference to each of these groups of in- 
dustries, as they are related to the number of workers 
employed, wages paid, and the cost of raw material 
used. In both cases the retail value of the products 
is $1,800,000, 000 : 


NUMBER OF WAGES 
WAGE-EARNERS PAID 


COST OF RAW 


INDUSTRY MATERIALS USED 


Bread and other 
Bakery products 100,216 $59,351,000 $238,034,000 
Clothing (Men’s) 239,696 106,277,000 297,515,000 
Clothing (Women’s) 153,743 _78,568,000 208, 788,000 
493,055 244,196,000 744,337,000 
Liquor industry 62,920 45,252,000 139,199,000 
Difference 439,735 198,944,000 605,138,000 








It is at once apparent that if the $1,800,000, 000 
now spent for liquor were to be spent for bread and 
clothing, 7¢ would give employment to nearly seven 
times as many workers, who would collectively receive 
five and one-half times as much wages, or nearly 
$200,000,000 more, But this is not all, The cost of 
the raw material necessary to produce $1, 800,000, 000 
worth of bread and clothing (retail price), instead of 
liquor, would be over $600,000,o00 more than the 
liquor industry now uses. It is difficult to estimate 
accurately the number of workers required to produce 
this raw material, but it would be safe to say that at 
least one-third more workers may be added to the 
figures given for the bread and clothing industries. 

When | first called attention to some of these fig- 
ures in my book on ‘‘ American Social and Religious 
Conditions,’’ the advocates of the liquor business in- 
sisted that my calculations should include the army 
of saloon-keepers, bartenders, salesmen, and all others 
engaged in manufacturing material used in the manu- 
facture and sale of liquor. But this factor has been 
eliminated from the entire process, because whatever 
may be said with reference to the liquor business upon 
this point may also be claimed for the bread and 
clothing business, only in a larger measure. It re- 
quires many more people to sell $1, 800,000, 000 worth 
of bread and clothing than it does to sell liquor of the 
same value. It could easily be demonstrated that if 
the money now spent for liquor should be spent for 
bread and clothing not only would ail the salesmen, 
saloon-keepers, and bartenders find work in legitimate 
business enterprises, but the men who make glass 
bottles, furniture, harness, delivery wagons, and every 
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other thing used in connection with the liquor busi- 
ness, would be more steadily employed ; for there 
would be a still greater demand for their products. 
Must the saloon with its attendant evils, for which 
no one can successfully argue, always remain with us, 
simply because its removal will cause a re-adjustment 
in industry, and because many of those now engaged 
in the brewing and allied interests would have to make 
a living in other ways which would work no harm to 
their fellows? Shall the trades unions be made the 
scapegoat for an evil whose continuance is sought 
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against the best judgment of increasing numbers of 
workingmen ? Shall future generations hold jt against 
organized labor that in the twentieth. century it allied 
itself with those who stood for sin and‘ debauchery 
through the saloon? Shall the saloon. dominate the 
labor movement, when every other decent organization 
and institution is breaking loose from its power? 
These are questions which labor must answer, and 
answer so emphatically that no one can mistake the 
real attitude of the trades union. 
New York Ciry. 





The Spiritual Loss of the Critical View 


Third paper in the series “ Testing Old Testament Criticism for Ourselves ” 


By the Rev. Professor W. 


H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





A native Japanese evangelist, H. S. Kimura, has been so successful in winning souls 
that he is known as the Moody of Japan. Some of the advanced teachers tell Kimura 
that he is a hundred years behind in his theology, and he replies that he is nineteen 
hundred years behind and expects to stay there! His preaching of the old truths in 
two years built up a feeble church of forty members in Kyoto into a congregation of 
two hundred and sixty, which out of its poverty subscribed six thousand dollars for a 
new church building. Professor Thomas’ inquiry into the critical view of Scripture 
tells why such results are found so uniformly only where the preacher holds the view 
of the Old Testament that Jesus held. 


HE use of the Bible in connection with Christian 
service is universally recognized, and that part 
of it which is called the Old Testament cannot 

be overlooked in work for God, Now no one doubts 
that the blessing of the Spirit of Truth rests upon 
those who are serving God while holding and teach- 
ing the conservative view. There are men to-day of 
outstanding influence doing evangelistic and pastoral 
work who cling tenaciously to the ‘‘old paths.’ The 
seal of the Christian church is on the books of the 
Old Testament as they now appear, and the divine 
lessons have been brought home to us by means of 
the present form of the older part of Scripture. Bib- 
lical criticism deals with literature, but it should never 
be fargotten that the Bible represents the literature of 
divine revelation. While we welcome all. that criti- 
cism can do in making the past clearer, and enabling 
us to enter more fully into the divine methods of 
work, yet the Bible is the revelation of God for spir- 
itual life, and not merely for historical literature, how- 
ever valuable. Whenever criticism tends to forget 
this and to emphasize what are called scientific meth- 
ods and theories, the question of the spiritual value 
of. the Bible becomes imperative. Sir William Rob- 
ertson Nicoll said not long ago that : 


It is not possible for ordinary minds to {blow the patient 
and intricate processes of historical criticism. . . . In speak- 
ing to the people the preacher must take the Old Testament 
as it stands, or leave it alone, 


And this is precisely what many preachers and 
teachers are doing to-day ; they are leaving the Old 
Testament alone. In their hearts they accept the 
critical view, and yet they are either afraid, or for 
some other reason are unable, to preach it. But the 
result is spiritual loss to the people, who are thereby 
robbed of one of the most important and precious 
portions of God’s Word, As Canon Simpson once 
said : 

Who shall measure the injury to spiritual life that arises 
from putting asunder what God has joined? Leave half 
the words of life as mere grist for criticism? No, indeed. 
It is all the children’s bread.1 


It is of course true that those who advocate the crit- 
ical position in their books deny the fact of spiritual 
loss, and urge the immense advantage that accrues to 
religion by the change of view in regard to the Bible. 
But there are evidences to show that even those who thus 
favor the critical view are not at all satisfied with the 
present-day results of Christian life and service.2 ‘The 
late Dr. W. R. Harper, President of the University 
of Chicago, wrote in the year 1904 a little book en- 
titled ‘‘ Religion and the Higher Life,’’ representing 
talks delivered to his students, and relating to ‘‘ The 
Practical Questions of Religious Life.’’ In the preface 
Dr. Harper has these significant words : 


And yet, I have noticed that with each recurring year it 
has required a greater effort on my part to undertake this 





} Paper at Weymouth Church Congress. 1904. 

2 The evidence adduced above is drawn from an article by Dr. W. 
H. qpeteeneee, in the “ Bibliotheca Sacra’ for October, 1908, page 
653 ff. 


kind of service, I have asked myself whether, as a matter 
of fact, it was growing more difficult to deal with subjects 
of this kind in a university atmosphere. 


It is impossible to mistake the tone of these sad 
words ; there is no hint that the work of addressing 
university students on the Christian life had been 
made easier by the new view of the Bible. 

Another witness is Dr. C. F. Kent of Yale Univer- 
sity, who has written a number of ‘books based on the 
critical view of the Bible. In a work published in 
1907 on ‘‘The Origin and Permanent Value of the 
Old Testament,’’ while saying that the Old Testament 
has commanded enthusiastic study from scholars dur- 
ing the past generation, he yet admits that 


At the same time the tendency of the rdnk and file’ of 
the Christian church within the past decade“has undoubt- 
edly been to neglect the older Testament.2 


And then he adds these words : 


If, on the other hand, the prevailing apathy and neglect 
are due to ignorance of the real character and value ot the 
Old Testament, let us lose no time in. setting ourselves 
right.3 


Further, having criticized certain: scholars of his 
school for bringing the results of their work before the 
Christian public, Dr. Kent suggests that if they had 
shown more wisdom : 


Many open-minded people might have been saved from 
the supreme error of writing, consciously or unconsciously, 
** Ichabod’? across the pages of their Old Testament.4 


These testimonies, whatever else they show, clearly 
point to what has actually happened in connection 
with the critical standpoint. 

Another witness is Dr. A. C. Zenos of McCormick 
Theological Seminary, Chicago. In January, 1907, 
he wrote for the Homiletic Review an article enti- 
tled ‘‘The Established Results of Old Testament 
Study.”’ 

In this article, as also since then in a: Bible Dic- 
tionary of which he is one of the editors, it would be 
impossible to say that he is hostile to the critical 
position, Here are his words ; 


What effect has the use of the critical method had on 
men’s judgment of the Old Testament as a book of relig- 
ious inspiration and instruction? It is not to be denied 
that the well-meant but ill-advised warnings of some on 
one side, and the rash claims of some unbelievers on the 
other, have persuaded many to look on this sort of study 
as dangerous to the Christian faith, and the Old Testament 
has suffered a partial eclipse. 


Nothing could well be clearer than this frank state- 
ment, that ‘‘the Old Testament has suffered a partial 
eclipse.’” This result ca) only;applyito those who 
have endorsed or been shaken by the critical view, 
for certainly all who belong to the conservative school 
have not only not suffered an eclipse, but, on the 
contrary, have learned to value the Old Testament 
more than ever. 

Once again, Professor Goldwin, Smith. may. be ad- 
duced in support of the contention that critical. views 





1 Preface, page viii. * Preface. % Preface; page vi. # Page 10. 
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of the Bible inevitably mean spiritual loss. In 1906 
he issued a little book entitled ‘‘In Quest of Light,"’ 
and here are some of his words : 


It can hardly be denied that between the higher criti- 
cism on one side and Darwif’s momentous discovery on the 
other, materialism, in the scientific and philosophic 
sense, positive or negative, is gaining ground... We can 
no longer believe that the miscellany of Hebrew writings, 


many of them of doubtful authorship and date, some of 


them plainly mythical, are a divine revelation... Of the 
Gospels, criticism has spared only the character and teach- 
ings of Jesus, which, on any bh esis, have given birth 
to Christendom, In the authenticity, contemporaneity 
and harmony of the documents we can confide no more. 1 


The article from which these quotations are made 
closes by a quotation from Dr. Frederick Delitzsch, 
in which he insists with great force that the concep- 
tion of a divine revelation, as held by the Church, 
and the conception of a historical human development 
of religion are irreconcilable contradictions, and that 
in the Old Testament we are concerned with a purely 
human and historical development without any divine 
intervention, 

We maintain, therefore, that it is altogether wrong 
to speak of any spiritual advantage as accruing from 
the acceptance of the critical position, Spiritual life 
and spiritual work have suffered immense loss when- 
ever these views have been promulgated and accepted 
in Christian communities. 

What is even worse in a way is the spiritual loss 
manifestly seen in those preachers who hold, but do 
not preach, the critical views, for it cannot but be 
detrimental to the ethical life of a man to hold one 
thing and to preach another. Dr. Orr once uttered 
these significant words : 


I dare to say with a full sense of responsibility that if 
many of the things which are found in our approved text- 
books were openly or undisguisedly preached in our pul. 
pits next Lord’s Day threughout the land there would be 
nothing less than a revolution in our churches, Christian 
people simply would not stand it, 2 : 


Some time ago a thoughtful scholar made some 
comments on‘a book on Hebrew Religion written from 
the-standpoint of the Higher Criticism: 


As. yet reverence, imagination, ethical passion, devout 
feeling, and that grip of the unseen factors in history, 
whicli. we call faith, have not assimilated the new materials 
which.,scholarship has put-at. the service of religion 3,:they. 
have not learned. to move within. the. limits of the new 
Hebrew history as freely as they did in the old; and until 
they do so a huge unbridged chasm will continue to, sepa- 
rate present scholarship from living religion. 3 , 


It is this ‘‘ huge unbridged chasm’’ that has to be 
faced in connection with the Bible as intended for 
spiritual teaching and service, and until this spiritual 
note is struck, Christian workers will be unable to ac- 
cept the modern critical position. 

The musical know what is music, and the spiritual what 
is of the Spirit. 4 

For this reason we hold that any doctrine of the 
Bible for spiritual men must bear the seal of the Holy 
Spirit. The conservative view has the mark of this 
seal, and has been, and is being, abundantly blessed. 
It is simple truth to say that spiritually this is not 
true of the critical position. 





1 Page 166. 
2 Mundesley Conference Report, 1910, p. 122. 


3 Rev. D. Macfadyen, in the British Congregationalist, reviewing 
Addis’ “‘ Hebrew Religion.” 


4 Falconer, “ ‘Fhe Unfinished Symphony,” p. 300. 
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os de 
The Arrows 


By Annette Morrison Stubbs 


""T’WAS a little winged shaft that flew 
And lodged apace ; 
Its end was tipped with the finest gold 
Of truth and grace. 


It softly fell on a bleeding heart, 
And blessed and healed; 

Such magic power a word of love 
Can ever wield. 


But another shaft with a venomous tip 
Sped on its way, 

And the sombre pall of a heavy night 
Obscured the day. 


Which shall it be that wings its flight 
From you and me, 

Healing or wounding souls as we pass 
To eternity ? 
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





LESSON Il. DECEMBER 14. THE SIN OF ACHAN 


Golden Text: Be sure your sin will find you out.—Numbers 32 : 23 





The Lesson Pilot 


By James M. Stifler, D.D. 


Getting Started in Class 


OMEBODY tell us what ‘ contagious” means. 
Something that is communicated by contact. 
It is generally used of diseases, is it not? Can 
we not use that word just as truly about good 
things? Laughter is contagious, so is yawning. 
No man liveth to himself, for our conduct is con- 
tagious, either for good or for evil. In one of our 
great universities a few years ago a skilful, investi- 
gating physician was — a a of a peculiar 
ever, which was known as Rocky Mountain fever. 
He found out that it was one of the most persistently 
contagious diseases known. Practically no one ever 
recovered from it. It was generally conveyed by the 
bite of a small tick, and so violent was the poison 
that the little ticks, hatched from the eggs of a parent 
insect that was infected, could convey a fever that 
‘meant sure death to man or beast in nine days, with 
no known remedy. How determinedly would any 
one destroy such a danger. Apparently sin is just 
as contagious as a disease, for beyond a certain point 
the Bible always represents God as stamping it out 
relentlessly. Achan’s sin would have spread to the 
whole camp if allowed to go on, so it was stamped 
out before it had gone beyond his own family. 


The Teacher’s Preparation 
[The references, except as noted, are to lesson articles in the ‘limes.] 


The Bible method of bareasenp is by the concrete 
example; this is especially true of the Old Testament. 
A moral principle is known only as we can see it in 
actual operation, and when we do see it in operation 
it is easily understood. The elemental basis of 
Scripture is to show us our Creator’s attitude toward 
sin, and sin is merely an vee to warp things as 
they are created. The story of Achan is an espe- 
cially clear picture of sin and its effect and its pun- 
ishment. Possibly a lesson plan can be worked out 
én this basis that will be very easy for the average 
class to follow, divided somewhat thus: 


1. What Achan’s sin was, and why that act was a sin. 
2. The defeat and failure that his sin caused. 

3- Joshua’s prayer of remonstrance and petition. 

4. God’s answer to that prayer. 

5. The removal of the sin. 


On such a lesson plan the teacher can weave the 
story of the events of chapter 7. With each point a 
couple of questions may be used as a start and to re- 
arouse interest. Professor Clow suggests another 
lesson plan in his second paragraph. There is always 
present the question why Achan was so severety 
punished. -: Make it plain that he did not confess vol- 
untarily, as Dr. Erdman shows in Friday's study. 
There is a division among scholars as to whether the 
text must be interpreted as stating that Achan’s 
family perished with him or that merely all his goods 
were destroyed with him. Dr. Thomas takes one 
view and Professor Clow another. A Bible diction- 
ary will be of great help, also the books previously 
mentioned. The events of chapter 8 should, without 
fail, be included in the lesson teaching, as Dr, Erd- 
man's last study suggests. 


The Class in Session 

Imagine how you would feel if you were one of 
those Hebrews after the fallof Jericho. You had 
been a descendant of slaves. Others were victors 
‘and possessors of territory. You had always been a 
wanderer until this time. To-day you too are a vic- 
tor; you have made history, you have a record. It 
is a very pleasant frame of mind, but a dangerous 
one. _ It"is easy to be over-confident in one’s own 
powers, and to underestjmate the strength of opposi- 
tion, as Dr. Erdman suggests in Tuesday’s study. 
Flushed with the Jericho conquest, which was not 
due to their own military skill at all, but to God’s gift 
to them, the soldiers, Joshua consenting, sent a small 
detachment to Ai and were soundly beaten, and 
thirty-six men lost their lives. Now Ai must be 
taken (Dr. Thomas on v. 2), and in a sudden change 
of feeling from joy to despair Joshua falls on his face 
before the ark of the covenant, and cries out to his 
God to know what he was to do. Professor Clow 
tells us that his faith wavered (paragraph 3). Mr. 
Ridgway says (paragraph 1) that easy victories and 
unexpected defeats lie close together. The answer 
to Joshua’s cry is very simple and direct, ‘ Israel 
hath sinned.” That is the explanation of Israel's 
defeat and. humiliation. This is the main message 
of the narrative (Dr. Erdman’s opening paragraphs), 
for this story of ‘Achan is preserved for us only that 


Joshua 7. Commit verse 13 


Read Joshua 7-11 


6 And Joshua rent his clothes, and fell to the earth upon 

his face before the ark of Jehovah until the evening, he and 
the elders of Israel ; and they put dust upon their heads. 7 
And Joshua said, Alas, O Lord Jehovah, wherefore hast thou 
at all brought this people over the Jordan, to deliver us into 
the hand of the Am/o-rites, to cause us to perish? would that 
we had been content and dwelt beyond the Jordan! 8 Oh, 
Lord, what shall I say, after that Israel hath turned their backs 
before their enemies! 9 For. the Ca’naan-ites and all the in- 
habitants of the land will hear of it, and will compass us round, 
and cut off our name from the earth : and what wilt thou do 
for thy great name? 
:'t0 And Jehovah said unto Joshua, Get thee up ; wherefore 
art thou thus fallen upon thy face? 11 Israel hath sinned ; 
yea, they have even transgressed my covenant which I[ com- 
manded them : yea, they have even taken of the devoted thing, 
and have also stolen, and dissembled also; and they have 
even put it among their own stuff. 12 Therefore the children 
of Israel cannot stand before their enemies ; they turn their 
backs before their enemies, because they are become accursed : 
I will not be with you any more, except ye destroy the devoted 
thing from among you. 13 Up, sanctify the people, and say, 
Sanctify yourselves against to-morrow : for thus saith Jeho- 
vah, the God of Israel, There is a devoted thing in the midst 
of thee, O Israel ; thou canst not stand before thine enemies, 
until ye take away the devoted thing from among you. 14 In 
the morning therefore ye shall be brought near by your tribes : 
and it shall be, that the tribe which Jehovah taketh shall come 
near by families ; and the family which Jehovah shall take 
shall come near by households ; and the household which 
Jehovah shall take shall come near man by man. 15 And it 
shall be, that he that is taken with the devoted thing shall be 
burnt with fire, he and all that he hath ; because he hath trans- 
ag the covenant of Jehovah, and because he hath wrought 
olly in Israel. 


The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons. 
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Your Lesson Questions Answered 


i references here given are usually to paragraphs by num- 
er, of the various lesson-articles in this issue of the Times] 

Verse 1,—-What was ‘‘ the devoted thing’’? What was 
meant by ‘‘ the anger of Jehovah ’’? (Thomas, ) 

Verse 2.—How far was Ai from Jericho? (Clow, 3; 
Thomas ; Lesson Scenes.) 

Verse 5.—What was the reason for the defeat of the 
Israelites at Ai? Where was Shebarim? (Clow, 4; 
Thomas ; ‘Erdman, Monday and Tuesday.) 

Verse 7.—Who were the Amorites ? (Thomas. ) 

Verse 11.—Why was the whole company of the Israel- 
ites thus ‘held responsible for Achan’s sin? (Thomas; 
Erdman, Wednesday; Mackie, 1 ; Class in Session, 1, 2.) 

Verse 12.,—What is the meaning of the statement ‘*‘ they 
are become accursed ’’? (Thomas.) 

Verse 13.—What does “ sanctify ’’ mean here ? (Thomas.) 

Verse 14.—To what were the tribes and families, etc., 
to be ** brought near’’? What was the method of ascer- 
taining of which tribe, family, etc., the guilty person was 
a member? (Thomas; Mackie, 2.) 

Verse 20.—Was Achan truly repentant? (Clow, I, 6; 
Erdman, Friday ; Class in Session, 3.) 

Verse 24.—Why were Achan’s family and cattle taken 
also? Where was the valley of Achor? (Clow, 6; Thomas; 
Class in Session, 3.) . 








we may learn that a concealed sin is an unsurmount- 
able barrier to success in our moral life. 

Thirty-six men lost their lives in that defeat at Ai, 
and thousands were thrown into despair and dis- 
couragement. This is not a theory to be debated 
about, but a fearful fact that our every day life proves; 
the drunkard’s suffering family, the business wrecked 
by the embezzler, or the designing labor agitator, 
shows us that the innocent do suffer for the guilty. 
Doubtless Achan thought that he would not be dis- 
covered; the sinner always thinks that, but sin is 
unconcealable (Thursday’s study). In a dramatic 
and yet simple manner, Joshua tells every one the 
cause of the defeat, and proceeds to locate the crimi- 
nal by their peculiar method (Dr. Thomas, v. 14). 
Dr. Mackie tells of an interesting tradition connected 
with this fixing of the crime on Achan. There is 
something in us that always leads us to sympathize 
with a man who is ‘‘caught.”” We wonder why Achan 
was shown no mercy when he made a full confession. 

But Achan made no confession at all except an ex- 
torted corfession when the finger of God was placed 
on him. That is not a confession (Friday study). 
He tried to hide his act, and as Professor Clow (para- 
graph 5) says, ‘‘ When we hide, sin is finished.” Now 
that the sin is known, the question remains as to 
what is to be done about it,—take the goods and let 
Achan go? But how.about the thirty-six men lying 
dead because of what Achan did? We underesti- 
mate the deadly nature of all sin. God cannot let it 
go without punishment; his creation would be 
wrecked were he to‘do so. Achan has injured all 
Israel, and ail Israel must remove him. The text is 
not quite clear as to whether all of his family per- 
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ished with him or not. It is somewhat difficult to 
see how that ‘‘stuff” could be buried in the family 
tent and that family not know anything about it. 
Guilt, we know from all Scripture, is personal, and 
while the innocent suffer with the guilty, they do not 
pay any penalty for guilt. The penalty of Achan’s 
sin is severe, but not more serious than the sin itself. 


A Lesson Summary 


There is a great difference between a sin and a 
mistake, Mistakes are both dangerous and costly, 
but a sin, a deliberate sin, is just plain rebellion and 
defiance. Joseph Parker used to say that sin is a 
clenched fist and a blow in the face of God, That 
was precisely the case with Achan. He knew the 
command, and knew the wrong of disobeying it. 
Doubtless hte thought, as we generally do think, that 
the thing would concealed, and that he would 
make a profit of the transaction. Achan shut his 
eyes to two things: first, that God’s eyes are never 
blinded; and, second, that sin never leads to a vic- 
torious success. The New Testament shows us the 
same thing,—God is not mocked; whatsoever a man 
soweth, that shall he alsoreap. One is aghast at the 
awful punishment that is visited upon sin. No hu- 
man court would do so radical a thing. We let im- 
moral persons move about freely and often unre- 
strained, with the effect that they corrupt our sons 
and daughters and blast the fair flowers of purity 
and godliness ere they have passed their bud. God 
shows us that a people cannot be kept holy with con- 
tagion in their midst. Yet none but God should root 
up these tares and destroy them. 


Questions for Class Use 

1. What is the difference between a mistake and a sin? 

2. In what did the people exhibit an over-confidence ? 

3. What does the death of thirty-six innocent men teach 
us of the effect of sin? 

4. Why did Joshua seem to lose his faith? 

5. Why was Achan’s deed so heinous ? 

6. Why was his confession not true confession ? 

i Why was the punishment so severe? 

. Why could it not have been less? 

9. What may we learn from this about God’s attitude 

toward the punishment of sin ? 


Other Teaching Points 
Not always does God arrest the sinner promptly and 


effectively as he did Aohan, Ordinarily a sin takes quite a 


time to come to full fruitage. But the effect of separa- 


tion from God that sin produces—that is, guilt—is always’ 


immediate. 

It ought to make us more and more careful of our con- 
duct when we come to understand that for all our wrongs 
some innocent person must suffer. 

Sometimes we think that we have made a confession, 
when the truth is that we have been caught. 

Public troubles, when traced to their final source, gen- 
erally land on some individual. This world is a very 
complex thing, but it is, after all, just so many persons, 
If it looks bad, it is because too many individual persons 
are bad. 

Justice to the innocent demands that the guilty shall be 
punished. Sin cannot simply be scolded and let go. It is 
dangerous. In war times a sentry who sleeps is shot be- 
cause his negligence may lead to the destruction of the 
army he is supposed to guard, 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 
(Joshua 14.) 


(For the teacher to give the class a week ahead, to quicken 
interest in the coming lesson. The suggestions and ques- 
tions are for the members’ home preparation, to be 
assigned in advance by the teacher.| 
There were just two men who came out of Egypt 
as adults that ever entered into the promised land 
of Canaan,—Joshua and Caleb. These two were 
among the spies that were sent into Canaan by Moses 
when the Hebrews first came to Kadesh. They only 
of the twelve had faith to believe that the land could 
be taken at once. It was promised by Jehovah at 
that time that they should live to enter the land. 
We know how Joshua entered, and what place and 
honor and power he held, and now we shall see the 
rest of the story about Caleb. 


1. How did there come to be half-tribes to be allotted 
land ? 
2. Why were the Levites given no land ? 
3. Why did Caleb claim a special inheritance ? 
4. Why did he deserve it? 
5. See if you can discover in the lesson : 
A minister in the real estate business. 
Men who had to live on a salary. 
A suspended sentence. 
A.good training system. 
A hard man to scare. 
Evanston, ILL. 


_ 
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The Pathology of Sin 


By the Rev. Professor W. M. Clow, D.D. 


HIS story of Achan is a chapter in the pathology 
of sin. It is an exposition of sin traced out in 
the anguish of its suffering, the bitterness of 

its shame, with its issues in defeat and death. Achan 
is not a singular or especially base wrong-doer. His 
white face and suspicious glance can be seen in eve 
street. His fearful conscience utters its voice throug 
the forced calm of many a man’s speech. Achan is 
not so hardened a sinner as some who would scorn 
his particular temptation, He repents and con- 
fesses, and passes to his doom, with a certain open- 
ness which moves us to pity. Yet the terrible truth 
which outshines every other on this page is that no 
after-repentance and no confession will prevent the 
consequents of pain and sorrow and disaster both to 
a man’s dearest and to the cause of God. 

The story is set in four dramatic scenes. The 
opening verse discloses the secret behind the move- 
ment of this tragedy. Then the scenes follow in 
swift succession, uh the significant incidents oc- 
cupy two days. There is first the effects of the re- 
salse at Ai; then the enlightenment of Joshua; then 
the detection of Achan; and at the closé the penalty 
upon Achan. 

Joshua, fresh from the fall of Jericho and flushed 
with confidence, proceeded to penetrate into the 
land. His way lay by a pass at whose head Ai was 

laced. Itwasa froutier outpost which could not be 
eft behind in their march, It lay eastward and over 
the hill from Bethel. To Joshua’s reconnoitering 
band this highland town seemed unable to offer re- 
sistance. But the three thousand men, who went up 
with: light hearts, fled back in disorder, leaving 
thirty-six dead by the way. Dismay fell upon the 
camp. Joshua and the elders fell upon their faces 
before the ark. As the evening fell they sat in over- 
whelmed silence with dust on their heads. ‘To them 
the repulse seemed a strange and ‘unaccountable 
providence, Its darkest shadow to Joshua was its 
reversal of what he had hoped from God, It seemed 
an undeserved blow, an inexplicable check, a need- 
less sorrow. In his darkness he cries out, ‘‘ Would 
to God we had been content and dwelt on the other 
side Jordan.” His faith wavered. His courage to 
do the willof God ebbed. Like all men passing 
through dark experiences, his thoughts of God were 
burdened with accusations. 

Then came to this burdened heart God's enlighten- 
ment. .There are events in life which are indeed 
strange providences. There are happenings which 
are chastenings of the Lord. There are dealings 
about which God says to us, ‘* What I do thou know- 
est not now, but thou shalt know hereafter.” Yet 
even these have their cause. ‘‘ The curse causeless 
shall not come.” But there are other sorrows and 
defeats which are not mysteries as soon as we know 
all. When Drie knew that some one had taken of 
the accursed thing and had purloined a portion of 
the spoils which had been entirely dedicated to the 
Lord's treasury (6:24), the defeat at Ai was clear. 
When ‘a disease scourges a community, when a dis- 
aster falls upon a nation, when a man suffers an un- 
expected defeat, when a sudden scab appears in the 
body, or a paralysis seizes upon the brain, it may not 
be the sin of those who suffer any more than it was 
the sin of the men whose dead bodies lay in the way 
that went up to Ai. But it is due to some one’s sin, 
some one’s neglect, or wilfulness, or greed, or un- 
controlled passion, ‘Too often men blame God, as 

oshua did. Too often they sit down in despsir as 

{eshue did. It is not until God lifts the vei! and 
deeds unknown to us are laid bare that we learu that 
behind every defeat in body or in soul there iies 
some one’s sin. 

The best thing God can do for a sinner is to cause 
his sin to find him out. ‘That striking Scripture 
expression is too often misinterpreted. It is not 
said that a man’s sin shall be found out. Many 
crimes are never detected on earth, Many men 
carry their guilty secret totheir grave. What is true 
is that in ways whose significance man may not 
guess any more than Joshua guessed the conection 
between the defeat at Ai and Achan’s theft, in signs 
and tokens and intimations, in vicissitudes and dis- 
appointments which other men scarcely ob¥serve, a 
man knows that his sin is finding 47m out. That is 
what is revealed here by the casting of the lot. In 
the moment when Achan heard of the repulse at Ai, 
in the hour when he saw Joshua and the elders sitting 
in their grief, and at last when he was told of the lot 
being cast, whose counters he hoped might yet make 
a misthrow, his sin had been finding him out. His 
sin was found out in the end, because that was nec- 
essary for the cleansing of Israel and the furthering 
of God’s purpose, Yet even had Achan escaped, as 
men have escaped, every. word spoken in the camp 
would have been a stab to his conscience, His con- 
fession, so full, so definite, so unrestrained, discloses 
what a man’s state of mind is whose sin has been 
finding him out. He traces the steps in a man’s fall 
before temptation as only one can do who has often 
reviewed them and analyzed them, and bitterly 
lamented them in silent, sleepless, brooding hours. 
“T saw,” ‘‘I coveted,” ‘I took,” “I bid.” These 
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are the four steps in every sin. - The tempting thing 
flashes into our eyes and becomes alluring in our 
imagination, Despite the alarm bell of conscience, 


desire passes into coveting, and when we covet the - 


hand becomes the mere tool of the traitor heart. 
‘Then we goa step forward: . We touch, we yield, we 
fling ourselves upon the thing desired. Yet at each 
step there is a pause. 
we care to take them, 
our wrists, 
after he took Achan might have burst into Joshua’s 
presence with the inwoven garments, the wedge of 
—~ and the bagful of silver. But when he hid them 
e completed the curse of sin. If we will not make 
‘‘a clean breast of it,” as our significant words ex- 
ress it, the only way of mercy is an exposure which 
eads us to repentance and confession. 
The climax is reached in the penalty. 
manifold pumispenet His sin casts a stain and re- 
roach on his ancestry. The names of Carmi, Zabdi, 
erah, and even the tribe of Judah, were tainted. 
The shame fell upon his children. His wife hid: her 
face. His sons looked at him with eyes whose 
grieved glances cut him to the heart. A dishonor- 
able death was visited upon him. It seems clear 
that he alone suffered the death penalty. His whole 
household was gathered together, and all his posses- 
sions, scanty enough in a man fresh from the desert, 
were heaped up before his judges. Yet we read (v. 
25), ** All Israel stoned him, and burned them—that 
is, his possessions—with fire.” We note again (v. 
26), ‘‘ They raised over him a great heap of stones.” 
It seems a ruthless stroke. Yet an engineer does not 
seal up a cesspool, a shepherd does not spare a 
scabbed sheep, a surgeon does not trifle with a cancer. 
So God must keep his people in purity and from sins 
like Achan’s, Yet Achandied penitent and forgiven. 


GLasGow, SCOTLAND. 
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The Lesson’s Bible Dictionary 
By the Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D. D. 


HE Connection.—All had gone well. Jericho 
had fallen according to the word of God. The 
reputation of Joshua was becoming widely 

known (6: 27). And yet when we expect to read of 
further progress the new chapter commences with 
‘* But,” telling us of the entrance of sin and its effect 
upon all the people. No man sins alone, for Israel 
was a unity, and one sin brings judgment upon all 
the people. 


Light on Puzzling Passages : 

Verse 1.—Devoted: Under the ban of destruction 
(6 : 18).—Achan:; Called Achar, ‘‘troubler,” in 
1 Chronicles 2: 7 ; referring to the results of ‘his con- 
duct (v. 25).—Chtldren; The nation was an organic 
unity, and if one member violated God’s laws the 
whole body was thereby affected (Deut. 21: 1-8; 
1 Cor, 2: 5-7). 
tic,” as applied to the entire state. 

Verse 2.—Az: The site has not been exactly iden- 
tified, but probably it was some ten miles to the 
northwest of Jericho. Its situation was so important 
that Joshua could not leave it in his rear, and so its 
capture was a necessity. It opened the road to Jeru- 
salem to the south and commanded access to the 
country northwards, Its fate virtually decided that 
of Beth-el as well.—-Beth-aven: Not yet identified 
(rt Sam. 14: 23); not of any importance.—Beth-e/: 
Formerly Luz (Gen, 28: 19 ; 35:7; Judg. 1 : 23).—.Spy 
out; No contradiction between the use of human 
means and obedience to divine guidance. 

Verse 4.—Fled: Perhaps partly due to boastful- 
ness in the advice and self-confidence in the action. 
But see verse 12. 

Verse 5.—Shebarim: Almost certainly not a proper 
name, but as in margin, ‘‘ the quarries.” 

Verse 6.—RXent: Usual token of grief (Gen. 37: 
29).—Lust: A symbol of still more profound humili- 
ation. The head, man’s noblest part, was thus 
placed beneath the dust of the ground. 

Verse 7.— Wherefore: Even though Joshua at that 
time did not know of Achan’s sin his words indicate 
a decided lack of faith. Still, his piety is not dead, 
for he is really jealous for the honor of his God. His 
grief and dismay can be understood from the prom- 
ises int: 5 and 3 : 10.—Amorites : The leading tribe ; 
used here for the whole country. 

Verse 9.—Hear.: The usual argument of Moses is 
here urged (Exod. 32: 12). The disgrace which the 
sin would bring upon the cause of God is very terrible. 
The people would be depressed, and the enemies cour- 
ageous. 

Verse 10.—Uf: Not lamentation, but action, is 
required. 

Verse 11.—Sinned: The simple but sufficient ex- 
planation. God was the same as ever, but his com- 
mands had been disobeyed. Another statement of 
the principle that if one member suffers, all the mem- 
bers suffer with it. ‘‘ None of us liveth to himself.” 
This principle is of almost universal application, 

Verse 12.— Therefore: The true explanation of the 
repulse.—Accursed; Because the entire nation. is 
regarded as involved in Achan’s sin. 


There are ways of eseape did - 


But when we hide sin-is finished. Even . 


We speak to-day of ‘‘the body poli- . 
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Verse 13.—Sanctify: An act of solemn consecra- 
tion, spiritual and ceremonial (see 3: 5).—Sfand: 
Secret sin enfeebles us in conflict. 

Verse 14.—Brought néar: To the ark, as symbol- 
ical of the presence of God.—7aseth; By lot, as in 
1 Samuel 14: 42. Probably by the priest's breast- 
plate, the Urim and Thummim (Exod. 28 : 30; Num. 
26:55). The gradual concentration upon the indi- 
vidual offender is a very striking feature. Geneal- 

ies were carefully kept, and the tribes were sub- 
divided into families for the convenience of numbering 
and military service. Family life was important 
among the le of Israel, 

Verse 19.—G/ory: A phrase adopted as a formula 
for inviting confession (see John 9: 24). Give honor 
to God as the All-seeing One. Keep nothing back. 
Joshua’s tenderness is eeages 2: he feels for the 
guilty one even though he will have to put him to 

eath. 

Verse 21.—Rabylonish: A striking proof of the 
early date of the writing, since Babylon was in close 
contact with Canaan,—Sheke/s: A shekel weighed 
about ten drams avoirdupois, so that there would be 
some hundred ounces of silver, a gold ornament of 
twenty-five ounces, and a richly embroidered robe. 

Verse 23.—Aefore: The definitely religious nature 
of the whole action. God had directed everything, 
and now the ‘‘ devoted” things are solemnly laid out 
in his presence as an act of confession and restitution, 

Verse 24.—Achan: It would seem as though his 
family had in some way become participators in his 
wrong-doing, unless we are to understand that his 
sin had involved them in the ban. The destruction 
of the possessions is due to the fact that all the family 
was under the ‘‘curse.”—Zerah; Great grandfather 
(v. 1).—Achor : Meaning ‘* trouble” (see 6: 18; 15:7; 
Isa. 65: 10; Hos. 2: 15). 

Verse 25.-- Stoned: They were stoned to death, 
then the bodies burned with fire, and a heap of 
stones piled upon the ashes, The Jews never adopted 
the inhumanity of burning alive. 

Verse 26.--duger: This does not contradict 1 
Samuel 15: 29; James1:17. It is not God, but we 
who change, and our confession and restitution 
necessarily turn away his righteous indignation. — 
Unto this day: Another occasion indicating com- 
paratively early date. Now the divine curse is with- 
a and Israel is once more in full covenant with 

od. 


WYCLIFFE COLLEGE, TORONTO. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Watch !— What shall I say, after that israel hath 
turned their backs = their enemies / (vy. 8.) And 
what can you say when your folks show the enemy 
the cross of the suspenders? To fall back, doggedly 
fighting as you go, isone thing. To scare and ske- 
daddle is quite another thing. To run away from 
an enemy is to invite contempt. Easy victories and 
unexpected defeats lie close together. You generally 
fall down after you think you have crossed the icy 
place (1 Cor, 10: 12), Ben Plank came to “ Jericho,” 
tramped around it patiently and faithfully, and at 
last took it with a shout. Folks said, ‘‘Plank has 
struck oil.” He moved to town and took rooms at 
the Onyx-Mahogany for the winter. The next thing 
we knew Ben’s ‘ Jericho” had been followed by 
Ai.” Then they called him ‘‘ Plunger Plank.” 
Ben thought he could always doit. Joshua did too, 
When failure came Joshna knew sin had come in 
between Israel and God. Whenever failure comes 
in a faith-led life look for the sin in the camp. Look 
for the evil that is upsetting your business. One 
rascal can ‘‘queer” a business and one sin can queer 
a people. 


Lost Nerve.—Gei thee up; wherefore art thou thus 
fallen -—- thy face? (vy. 10). Read the whole pas- 
sage and then say what you think of the ‘‘ Hero of 
the Conquest.” Now you know why God was pat- 
ting him on the back and saying, ‘‘ Be strong and of 
good courage, Joshua.”” Here you see him down and 
whining at the first throw-down Sin has given him. 
agen the hero, ~ eens: fellow and great man that 

e was, is made of exactly the same kind of stuff as 
the rest of us. ‘‘ Would to God we hadn’t come !” 
Peter when he saw the waves (Matt. 14:30). We 
boys used to say of Park Brandt, ‘‘ No use fightin’ 
him, he never knows when he is licked.” Joshua lay 
prostrate finding fault with God. No wonder God 
sharply called him—up. 


‘* And should you be beaten to earth, what’s that! 

Come up with a smiling face ; . 

It’s nothing against you to fall down flat, 
But to lie there, that’s the disgrace. 

The harder you’re thrown, the higher you’ll bounce, 
Be proud of your blackened eye. 

It isn’t the fact that you’re licked that counts, 

But how did you fight, and why? 


Sin Finding.—/srac/ hath sinned (v. 11).+The 
secret sin. Why hadn't Joshua got afterit? Sim had 
toppled Jericho. Sin was to wipe out Canaan if Joshua 
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obeyed orders. Wherever tiere is failure 
there is sin. Men never think of the obvi- 
ous first. Is there trouble in business, 
family, church or state? Catch the sin 
(Prov. 29:6; Ezek. 11:21). They were 
having trouble in the First church with the 
choir, and it looked like a break-up. Dr. 
Smith invited each member of the scrapping 
choir to come to the parsonage at 8 o’clock 
Friday night. All the choir was there, and 
they sat around in awkward belligerency 
waiting for something tohappen. Then Dr. 
Smith arose and said, ‘‘ First, let us have a 
word of prayer.’’ Then, with all on their 
knees, the good minister, with tears rolling 
down his cheeks, prayed: ‘“*Oh, Father, 
search us and take out of our r faulty 
hearts the mean and pitiful sin of petty jeal- 
ousy.’’ And more to the same effect. There 
has been no trouble in that choir since that 
day when was cast out ‘‘the mean and pitiful 
sin of petty jealousy.”’ 


Cleaning Up.— Zhou canst not stand... 
until ye take away the... thing (x. 13.— 
Here is the key of the mystery of surprising 
failures. It takes a clear head and a brave 

_ heart to score in the game of life, as well as 
in the game of ball. Sin warps the judg- 
ment, muddles the head and freezes the 
heart. I saw a lecturer show by stereopticon 
how sin works upon the cells of the brain 
and produces malformation and decay. When 
a man gets along in life he gets sort of auto- 
matic. ‘*Force of habit’’ we callit. He 
does things more by heart impulse than head 
calculation, When sin lies hid in the heart 
sooner or later it jars out into the machinery 
of life and we have the startling wreck. Yes, 
George, just like the big engine down in the 
mill was wrecked when a crowbar which had 
no business there worked out into the gear- 
ing. There is only one way to have a per- 
fect and successful running mill, automobile 
orman, And that is to have everything 
about the power-plant scrupulously clean. 
Achan was the sinner which had gotten into 
the Israelite gear-box and threw the fine 
machine out of running for the time (John 
13:11; Psa, 51:10). 


Same Old Satan.—e hath wrought 
folly in Israel (vy. 15). And in Coates- 
ville. Poor Achan! He didn’t think it 
was much harm. What was just one gar- 
ment aniong such a pile. And one wedge 
of gold among the thousands, No one 
would be harmed by it. Besides, I need the 
money and I need the clothes. 

The same old Satan in the same old way. 

And when the job was done just the same 
old pay (Rom. 6:23). See that poor wreck 
of a woman dying yonder, ask her. See 
that poor wreck of a man under the death- 
watch in the condemned cell, askhim. How 
big the little sin can grow—after, Note the 
speck of cinder on the window-sill, it is 
nothing. When the wind lifts it into the 
eye!! Justaspeck of a thought into a heart. 
But it wrecked a family as completely as the 
Achan family was wrecked. The style of 
punishment 1400 .B. C, seems very cruel 
1coo years after Christ. Yet we killed folks 
for stealing a sheep only a few years ago, 
and even Robert Morris, the signer of the 
Declaration of Independence, the financier 
of the Revolution, went to jail for debt. 


COATESVILLE, Pa, 
% 


Oriental Lesson-Lights 
By George M. Mackie, M.A.. D.D. 


Missionary to the Jews, and Minister to the 
Anglo-American Congregation in 
Beyrout, Syria 


THE children of Israel committed a tres- 
pass,... for Achan... took of the 
devoted thing (v.1). Our modern So- 

cialism, in its extreme form, objects to re- 
ligion as a hostile class possession, but in 
the Old Testament, and generally in the 
East, religion is the supreme bond of union 
and the guarantee of national life. Such 
was the solid and well-understood convic- 
tion to which Paul appealed when he spoke 
of ‘‘the unity of the faith’? (Eph. 4:13), 
not as something imparted to the faith by 
creed symbols, but conferred and maintained 
by that faith in things of life, co-operation 
and responsibility. 

Achan... of the tribe of Judah was taken 
(v. 18). According to the Jewish tradition, 
Joshua consulted the Urim and Thummim, 
and observed that the gem representing 
Judah on the high priest’s breast-plate was 
darkened. And so when the lot fell upon 
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Achan of that tribe he had no doubt that the 
evil-doer had: been ‘discovered: © Achan, 
however, protested that such a conviction 
was a defiance of the law of Moses, which 
required two or.three witnesses, In this he 
was supported by the whole tribe of Judah, 
which felt compromised by the charge. But 
when Achan saw what a dangerous dissen- 
sion was arising from his sin he decided to 
confess and so restore- peace and order to 
the camp of Israel. He thus testified that 
the crime had been truly traced to its origin 
and gave God the glory (v. 19). The same 
account states that upon this the Lord in- 
formed Joshua that though the name of 
Achan would have no inheritance in the land 
of Canaan, he would on account of his peni- 
tent confession receive his heritage in the 
world to come. 

They raised over him a great heap of 
stones, unto this day (v. 26). Here and 
there in Syria one comes upon such mounds 
marking the grave of one who committed 
a great crime, such as murder. Such a 
memorial is not likely to perish, because 
every Oriental who passes by testifies to his 
abomination of the act by throwing another 
stone upon the heap. The traveler might 
ride by without noticing it or understanding 
its meaning were it not that his muleteer dis- 
mounts to contribute his moral testimony 
and fulfil a judicial obligation. 


ALEXANDRIA, Ecypt. 
< 


The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to assist in the con- 
duct of this department. One dollar is 
offered for every anecdotal lesson illus- 

tration used, and two dollars for the best illus- 
tration each week. A circular explaining the 
acceptance of material, and the year's lesson 
calendar, will be sent for a two-cent stamp. 


Who Sinned ?—Ze sure your sin will find 
you out (Golden Text). ‘* Papa, Drace was 
looking ’round at prayers this morning,’’ said 
a little fellow who had been taught that all 
should. reverently close their eyes during 
prayer. ‘‘ Howdid you know, son?” “Oh!” 
—Mrs. R. W. Lowe, Delevan, N.Y. From 
The Baptist Outlook. 


The Petrifying Stream.—7%ey are be- 
come accursed (v. 12). It is said that some 
years ago in Sicily there was a petritying 
stream, ‘Phis stream, which came out of the 
sulphur beds, would turn to sulphur any 
stone or any living creature over and around 
which it continued to flow. A small living 
fish put into a little rock basin into which 
the stream fell soon lost its power of motion, 
then its life, and later its very body turned 
to stone, so that after a few days of the drop- 
ping of that stream upon it, it was just a fish 
carved in stone, Sin is like that. It falls 
upon a man and hardens him, despiritualizes 
him, and desensitizes his conscience. — 
Nellie ushnell West, Hartford, Conn, 
From Record of Christian Work, 


**Unto All the Fulness of God.”’— U?, | 


sanctify the people (v. 13). ‘here is a plant 
in South America called the ** pitcher plant,’’ 


on the stalk of which, below each leaf, is a | 
little cup-like formation which is always full | 


of water. When it is very small it is full; 
as it grows larger it is still full, and when it 
reaches its maturity it is full. All that God 
asks is that the heart should be cleansed 
from sin, and full of love, whether it be the 
tender heart of the little child, with feeble 
powers of loving, or of the full-grown man, 
or of the flaming archangel before the throne. 
—Martha A. Huling, Larned, Kan. From 
Cristian Advocate, The prise for this week 
ts awarded to this illustration. 


What the Father Did.—Siad/ de burnt 
with fire, he and all that he hath (v. 15). | 
When I was a pastor in Chicago, a father 
had sent for a great physician from Austria. 
The papers said that his fee was twenty 
thousand dollars, besides all his expenses. 
He came to do something for the little 
daughter of the rich man. I do not know 
what was the matter with the child, but it 
was something serious because of what the 
father did about it. Whatis sin? I do not 
know, but I know it is very serious from 
what the Father did about it.—Burton H. 
Winslow, Saco, Me. From C. B. McAfee, 
D.D., in Record of Christian Work. 


Concealing Our Sin.— And Achan ... 
was taken™(v. 18). The captain of a vessel 
which was smuggling a valuable cargo of 
tobacco was congratulating himself that he 





seemed likely to make port without being 


caught, Nevertheless he ordered the watch 
to keep a sharp look-out. Suddenly the 
watch called dewn that a revenue cutter had 
just been sighted and was headed straight 
toward them, The captain ordered all hands 
to be ready to throw the tobacco into the sea 
if it became necessary, so that if the officers 
came on board there would be no proof 
against him. When it became certain that 
the cutter would overtake them, the bales 
were dumped from the bow of the ship, 
which was out of sight from the cutter, After 
all incriminating evidence had been de- 
stroyed, the captain called up, ‘‘ How near 
are they now?’’ ‘The answer came back, 
**Only a few lengths off, and all the tobacco 
is floating behind us!’"—Amma F. Martin, 
Peoria, Lil. From Dr. Otto, 


When We Hold on to Riches.— When / 
saw among the spoil... then I coveted them, 
and took them (vy. 21). S, D. Gordon 
tells the following story of a man who 
reckoned without God in the accumulation 
of his treasures. He says: ‘‘The wealthy 
owner of a large business concern in Swe- 
den had been a poor boy in a country 
district tending cattle. One day he wanted 
to be away, and asked his sister to tend the 
cattle for the day, promising to let her hold 
for the day a small coin, current there, worth 
less than two annas, to be returned at night. 
She consented, The very sight of money 
was a great rarity to her. So she spent a 
long, hard day tending his cattle, and hold- 
ing the bright coin, and returned it again at 
night, quite content with the day’s pay. 
Long years afterward the brother was fell- 
ing the story. He had grown very wealthy, 
He had allowed the love of money to crowd 
out the Christ passion, to which he was not 
a stranger. He told the story to my friend 
with great glee, laughing at his sister’s child- 
ish simplicity. My friend said quietly, ‘That 
is a'l you get; you hold your wealth to the 
end of the day of your life, then you give it 
up and have as little as before, and the whole 
of your life is gone!’ And the man’s star- 
tled face showed that he quite understood,.”’ 
—F. J. Saxton, Galway, N. Y. 


. 
One New Plan Every Week . 


The Touch of Nevelty that is Needed 
for Successful Teaching 


By Amos R. Wells, Litt.D., LL.D. 


STONE Pitze.—The following exercise 
A may be used after the facts of the 
lesson have been brought out, in 
order to point the application to modern 
conditions and the lives of your pupils. 
Place before the class a piece of silk to rep- 


resent the Babylonish garment; also a | 


wedge of wood covered with gold paint or 
gilt paper; alsoa number of circles of paste- 
board covered with silver paint or silver 
paper, representing the silver shekels, 

Ask the class what in our lives corresponds 
tothe Babylonish garment, ‘‘ Vanity,’’ they 
will say, or something of the sort. Stick 
upon the silk a bit of mucilaged paper on 
which you have printed the word * Vanity,”’ 
What in our lives corresponds to Achan’s 
gold wedge? Greed, covetousness, they 
will say, and the word will be printed on the 
wedge of ‘‘gold.’? In the same way you 
will print upon the silver shekels a series of 
words indicating other sins that hinder our 
progress and prevent our conquering our 
promised lands, bringing out the ideas by 
questioning the class, The shekels may be 
marked ‘ Pride,’’ ‘* Envy,’’ ‘‘ Seltishness,’’ 
** Lying,’’ ‘* Profanity,’’ ‘‘ Intemperance,’’ 
** Procrastination,’’ ‘* Laziness,’’? ‘* Unkind- 
ness,’’ etc. 

Now what are we to do with these evil 
spoils of our Jerichos? Just what was done 
with those so foolishly saved by Achan. 
Place them all in a pile, and then bury them 
in a heap of stones, For this purpose you 
will bring to the class a number of stones 
sufficient to cover the ‘‘spoils’’ completely. 
Each pupil is to’ take up one of them, and 
tell one thing that will help us to gain the 
conquest over evil. It maybe prayer. The 
teacher will have a number of gummed ships 
of paper. On one‘of these he will print the 
word ‘* Prayer,’’ immediately fastening the 
slip to the stone, which the pupil wil! lay 
upon the “spoil.’”? In the same way the 
other stones will be labeled by the pupils 
one after the other, ‘‘ Bible,” ‘‘ Chureh- 
membership,’ ‘‘Sunday-school,’’ ‘‘Friends,” 
*« Determination,’’ ‘* Confession,’’ etc. The 
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until they are quite covered. The teacher 
will need to ane some of these points 
by means of questions, such as, ‘* What book 
will help us to bury our sins ?’’ ‘* What is 
the effect of confessing our sins?’’ 


AUBURNDALE, Mass, 
. 
From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 
A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our loving 


Father, we pray that thou wilt defend us from 
the sin of departing from thy plans as disclosed 
to us for our lives. May we not be led by Satan 
to take the lead ; to decide to follow our own 
will, rather than thine. ——e us for our cov- 
etousness, our wilfulness, and all our trespasses, 
when we have crossed the line that divides good 
from evil. Make us, by thy grace, true and 
faithful, and may we not fail in the day of test- 
ing. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Sin has a way of dis- 
closing itself in your life and mine in ways 
which perhaps we never know. Sin is a 
poison, and some poisons work very slowly 
and secretly, but they do their damage just 
the same, The Golden Text for to-day is 
enough cause for any one to think soberly. 
Will you repeat the text? Yes, and if we 
had to stop just there, the sunlight would go 
out and the darkness would set in about us 
with a shadow too deep for the human spirit 
to bear. It is true that if we do what God 
has warned us not to do that sin will find us 
out in some very little way that others may 
not attach to the sin at all, But there is, 
thank God, another side. It is gloriously 
true that the life of God through Jesus Christ 
our Saviour will also find us out, revealing 
itself in us and setting us forth as loving 
servants of his, if we will do his commands. 
It was for this searching out by love that 
God sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, to do 
just that for us, 

llowever stained and shadowed the past 
may be for any one of us, let us not for a 
moment forget that this God of ours who is 
love is seeking to turn us and disclose us as 
true children of his. As I put these words 
on the board our hearts are glad because of 
his infinite mercy, for where sin did once 
abound grace does now much more abound. 


cove FINDING US OUT 


Oh, let us face toward the love tha: tinds 
us out, Do you know that wonderful hymn, 
‘¢ O’love that wilt not let me go,’’ by George 
Matheson, the blind preacher of Scotland ? 
Let me read it to you, and then let us bow 
for a moment in silent prayer. 


PHILADELPHIA, 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


‘** All to Jesus I surrender."’ 

** Lord Jesus, I long to be perfectly whole."' 
‘* My soul, be on thy guard.”’ 

‘*O God, mine inmost soul convert."’ 

‘* Return, O wanderer, return.”’ 

‘* Sinners, turn ; why will ye die ?”’ 

‘* Who is on the Lord's side ?"’ 

** Yield not to temptation."’ 


(References in parentheses are to the metrical 
Psalm book “ Bible Songs.’’) 
Psalm 44: 10-12 (93 : I-3). 
Psalin 119 : 85-90 (254 : I-5). 
Psalm 64 : 1-9 (126 : 1, 5-9). 
Psalm 69 : 5-9 (138 : 5-9). 
Psalm 139 : 1-6 (298 : 1-4). 


* 
Visiting the Lesson Scenes 


Next to the actual seeing of the Holy Land, 
I can conceive of no better method than 
that offered by these stereographs for en- 
abling one to realize the setting of Gospel 
incidents and truths.—The Rev. Bon- 
ner, Gen Secretary Sunday 
Union, England. 


AST week we looked from Jericho up to 
the mountains behind the town, To- 
day we will stand among those moun- 


| tains, at the point which our map marks 45, 
| and look up the valley where a road used to 
| lead to Ai, No town is in sight there to-day, 


but the hills on both sides have their slopes 
made into terraces, to hold the scanty soil in 
place around the roots of olive-trees, The 
terraces are ill-kept; their retaining walls of 
stone need repairs. But the half-neglected 


stones will be piled up on the *‘spoils’’ | orchards give us a hint of what the hill- 


ig ti lg tat 


| 
: 
| 
| 
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sides of Benjamin and Judea used to be in 
times of Hebrew prosperity. A little stream 
(it is marked on our map) comes down be- 
tween the hills, providing water for the farm- 
ers. Some of the higher slopes are not cul- 
tivated, but coarse grass and tufted weeds 
grow there, and sheep and goats could pick 
up a living if watghed by some herdsman to 
make sure they do not wander too far apart 
and get lost, - 








ap ee 
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MAP PATENT No. 65t BY UNDERWOOD & UNDERWOOD 


When Joshua led the Israelites up a trail 
beside this stream to make their first attack 
on the Canaaaite hill-clwellers, he may have 
seen these same slopes under cultivation. 
Agriculture had not then been developed to 
its highest point, but we know the scouts 
had found land very productive over in south- 
ern Judea (Lesson October 19). 

‘Twostalwart Arabs (distant relatives of 
that Israelite company) stand here now, look- 
ing off over the place ‘* of the going down,”’ 
where Joshua’s men had to retreat before 
the enemy (Josh. 7:6). ‘he one nearest to 
us might—but for his modern belt of cart- 
ridges—be one of Joshua’s contemporaries, 
so little does the mode of dress change in 
this conservative land. 

Use a stereograph entitled, **Old road 
from Jericho to Ai among the hills of Benja- 
min,”’ 

‘lhe Underwood Travel System is, under this 
heading, applied as usual to the lessons for the 

ar, ‘The use of the stereographs will be 
fousd a most practical help in making the 
lesson places real. Forty-five places are vis- 
ited during 1913: the forty-five stereographs 
cost $7.50, and if they are all ordered at one 
time a cloth-bound, gold-lettered case is given 
free. ‘Ten places will be described with the les- 
sons of this fourth quarter; cost $1.67. The 
two for December alone cost go cents. Stereo- 
scopes, 85 cents each. Lantern slides of the 
saine scenes can also be supplied. Plain slides, 

© cents each; sepia-tinted, 55 cents ; colored, 

oe In orders for twenty-five or more priceg 
are: plain slides, go cents; sepia, 45 cents ; 
colored, $1. Vostage or express will be prepaid 
on all orders for stereographs or stereoscopes. 
Address ‘I'he Sunday School Times Co., 1031 
Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 











Department Helps 











For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON TracuHinc.—Disobedience 
brings trouble. 
introduction,—Recail by story or pic- 
ture the lesson of January 19 (Gen. 3). Make 
plain that as long as Adam and Eve obeyed 
God they were happy and safe in the garden, 
‘Temptation came. ‘* When Eve saw, she 
took the fruit,’’ and so did Adam, Because 
of disobedience, they lost the beautiful 
garden, and many troubles followed. 

Review.—In contrast, show that obedience 
brought safety and happiness. Because 
Joshua obeyed exactly, his people crossed 
the Jordan in safety ; also when they marched 
around Jericho God gave them the city 
because they obeyed. Rahab obeyed by 
placing the scarlet cord in her window, so 
she and her family were safe. 

Lesson Story.—God had commanded that 
all the silver, gold, brass and iron found in 
Jericho should be kept holy and saved for 
the, Lord’s treasury (6 : 18, 19, 24). Some- 
body disobeyed, but Joshua didn’t know 
about it until trouble came upon the children 
of Israel. 

Beyond Jericho was another city—Ai. 


| Joshua’s messengers reported that it would be 
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easy to capture, so only part of Joshua’s men 
marched ‘against Ai. Everybody was sur- 
| prised when these men were chased back to 
Israel’s camp. Joshua couldn’t understand 
oe So he knelt to pray before the ark, 
with his face to the ground. ‘The elders of 
Israel prayed with him, Joshua said, ‘*O 
Lord, why hast thou brought these people 
over Jordan to destroy us? Would to God 
we had been content to live on the other 
side! Our enemies will hear that Israel 
turned their backs and ran away; they will 
surround us ‘and cut off our name from the 
earth; and what wilt thou do for thy great 
name ?’”’ 

The Lord knew what caused the trouble. 
He sees and knows everything. He said to 
Joshua, ‘*Get up, why do you lie upon your 
face? Israel has sinned ; somebody has dis- 
obeyed by stealing and hiding some of the 
treasures from Jericho; you must find out 
who it is and punish him, .. That is why 
Israel could not stand before her enemies. 
I cannot help you until you make this 
right.’’ God’s Word says, “ Be sure your 
sin will find you out,’ 

Then God told Joshua just what to do, and 
he obeyed exactly, Joshua sent word that 
all the tribes should gather before him on the 
morrow. ‘The men of Israel must have felt 
very solemn as they stood before Joshua. 
Iie told them why the trouble came, and 
that God would help him to find the man 
who had disobeyed, and that he must be 
punished, 

From the twelve tribes who stood there 
Judah was chosen. ‘Then all the families of 
Judah stood before Joshua, and Zerah’s 
family was chosen, Many men belonged to 
this family. So Joshua asked them to stand 
before him, and Zabdi was pointed out. 
Then Joshua learned that Achan, the grand- 
son of Zabdi, had disobeyed and stolen. 
Achan must have known the command- 
ments, ‘*Thou shalt not covet,’’ ‘*Thou 
shalt not steal,’’ but he.disobeyed, and caused 
trouble for himself and all the people. 

Joshua said to Achan, ‘‘ My son, tell me 
what you have done ; hide it not from me.’’ 
Achan answered, ‘*I have sinned against 
the Lord God. I saw in Jericho a fine cloak 
and a‘lot ofsilver and-gold. I wanted them 
and took them, and hid them in the ground 
in the-middle of my tent,’’ 

Joshua sent messengers to Achan’s tent. 
They found and broughit the things to Joshua. 
He laid them before the Lord, and the chil- 
dren of Israel saw them and understood, 
‘*Be sure your sin will find you out,’’ 
Joshua said to Achan, ‘*‘ Why did you cause 
all this trouble?’’ God’s Wordsays, ‘* The 
wages of sin is death.’? So Achan was 
stoned to death and a heap of stones was 
raised over the body. It helped Israel to 
know that ‘* We ought to obey God.”’ 

After this God told Joshua that they might 
try again to take the city of Ai, They 
obeved and were successful. 

After the Story.—Sin always grieves God 
and makes trouble. 

God sees and knows when we do right or 
wrong. He wants to help his children to 
choose and do the right. 


‘There are so many kinds of sin, 

We need to pray for strength to win. 
To watch the gates and take good care 
That nothing harmful enters there."’ 

(Temperance Song—Carols, Leyda Publishing Co., 
Chicago. 25 cents.) 

Jesus taught that if we have done wrong 
we may pray, ‘‘ Forgive us our sins [debts or 
trespasses]; lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil,’”’ 

Hand-work.—Let each child outline a 
tent and a heart, and‘write ‘*Sin’’ in the 
one which really caused Achan’s trouble, 
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My Class of Girls 
By Helen Gill Lovett 


1. Achan’s Sin. 
2. The Revelation. 
3. The Punishment. 


OMETIMES when a robber escapes from 

a home he leaves a most unforeseen 

clue and is thus discovered. Can you 
suggest any strange ones? The girls sug- 
gested finger-prints, footprints, torn cloth, 
etc. Sometimes, however, there is abso- 
lutely no clue, and the robbér is never found. 
‘The robber in our.lesson to-day stole some- 
thing and left not the slightest clue. He 
was really worse than an ordinary robber. 








He caused the people to think that Jehovah 
had broken his promise, when Jehovah cou/d 
not permit Israel to go forward victoriously 
with such a'wicked man hidden in her midst, 
This robber was sure no one had seen him 
steal and no one would ever know. But such 
things cannot be hidden from whom? Mark 
and memorize Numbers 32 : 23. 

A girl I know copied her arithmetic all 
term. She thought no one would ever know. 
In a final test her sin revealed itself. 

1. When the Isralites ye og Jericho, 
what particular instruction did Joshua give 
to his men concerning the gold and silver? 
We recalled that the victory had been given 
them, not for material aggrandizement, but 
that they might the better execute Jehovah’s 
purpose, 

One man, Achan, could not resist the 
temptation. What did he do? We noted 
that Achan revealed by this act that he valued 
his own wealth above Jehovah’s commands. 
Where did Achan hide it? We wondered 
whether or not his family knew of his sin. 
We decided that they must have known and 
permitted it, and therefore were equally 
guilty. 

2. The Revelation.—How did Joshua find 
out about Achan? We recalled the defeat. 
We noted Joshua’s failure to be strong. He 
should have known that Jehovah had some 
good reason. Emphasize the fact that one 
man’s sin brought trouble to many others, 

Note Jehovah’s revelation of the reason. 
Explain how the lack of sincerity unfits any 
girl for use in Jehovah’s work. We must 
‘tring true.’’ Have you ever seen the 
cashiers in stores ring the silver on their 
desks? If the coin doesn’t ‘ring true”’ 
they cannot accept it. Neither can Jehovah 
use a girl who does not ‘‘ ring true.’ 

I did not go into detail concerning choos- 
ing by lot, but merely stated that Jehovah 
guided the choosing of a tribe, and out of 
the tribe a family, and out of a family the 
guilty man. We tried to picture the un- 
happiness that must have been in Achan’s 
heart. Hidden sins and conscience can give 
us more uncomfortable hours than any per- 
son could give us. 

3. Zhe Punishment.—How was Achan 
punished? We noted how loving Joshua 
was to Achan, to say ‘* My son.’’ e be- 
lieve that Joshua must have been’ sorry for 
him, and we thought that Joshua must be 
like Jesus, who to-day is the friend’ of the 
sinner, 

I have just planted some bulbs, They are 
in flower-pots which have been buried under 
ashes, Entirely out of sight, these bulbs are 
gaining root strength \o make strong, beauti- 
ful flowers at Christmas time. Had I placed 
them at once in the light, the flowers would 
not be so strong. Any sin, covered, gains 
and grows in power to create sorrow and 
trouble. Some day it will reveal itself and 
others will suffer. The longer it is hidden 
the stronger misery-root it will have devel- 
oped, 

Show a chestnut containing a worm-hole. 
Explain that the damage has been done be- 
fore the hole revealed the condition. 

The only way for us to rid ourselves of 
hidden sin andits unhappiness is to ask Jesus 
Christ to forgive our sin and to keep us mo- 
ment by moment. Then read Proverbs 28 : 
13; Ecclesiastes 12 : 14; Psalm 19: 13, 14. 

How can this lesson help a girl? (This is 
the topic upon which the girls do original 
work.) Give suggestions. 

What does a girl know about the effects of 
hidden sin? 

Perhaps some of her defeats are due to 
hidden sin in her own heart. Perhaps she 
has some ‘buried treasure’’ in her heart 
which she is keeping from Jehovah. 

Does a girl’s sin affect any one else? Does 
a girl always pay a penalty for sin? Could 
ie use a girl who refused to get rid of 

er sin? How can a giri get rid of sin? 


Home Work on Next Week’s Lesson. 


(1) Write your paragraph in review of last 
week’s lesson, 

Memorize Matthew 6 : 33. What does it 
mean by seeking the kingdom of God? How 
should it rank with other things which we 
seek for in this world? What is inclnded in 
**all things’? ? 

Read Joshua 15. - The land is divided 
among all the tribes. One man, however, 
received a special grant of land. Who was 
it; and why did he receive it? 

Read Numbers 13 : 30-33 and 14 : 24. 

(2) Write the story of the man who served 
Jehovah well and received his reward. 


PHILADELPHIA, 
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Pucker’s “‘ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 


Dear TEACHERS OF Boys: 


Our teacher thinks this ought to have been 
the temperance lesson, He says it has 
**Saloon’”’ written all over it between the 
lines. So he taught it that way. 

First, was finding on the map that next 
city they came to, Ai it was. Bumps 
pointed it out, close to Bethel. 

Skinny had read up about the way they 
went at this Fg cn gripes oshua sent spies, 
and they said just a small army gould take 
such a little town, so he only sent three 
thousand men, Skinny wanted to go on and 
tell the rest, but teacher wouldn’t let him, 
because that was Bulldog’s question, about 
how the battle turned out. 

‘*Huh!’’ said Bulldog, ‘‘I don’t think 
there was any battle, just a foot-race to see 
who could beat it back to camp first. They 
was all coward calves,’’ 

** Yes,’’ smiled teacher, ‘‘ but there was a 
reason.”’ 

My question was about why Joshua felt so 
bad over this defeat. Teacher had me read 
out loud how Joshua acted, in verse 6, and 
then what he seid, in verses 7, 8, and 9. 
Then I gave what mother told me,—how 
Joshua was afraid the Israelites would get 
discouraged and lose their nerve by getting 
beaten so soon after entering Canaan ; then 
he wondered how they were going to handle 
all those giants and dzg cities if this little one 
was too much for three thousand of them, 
And he knew this defeat would encourage 
all their enemies. I don’t wonder he felt 
bad. 

** Now, Bert, why did God allow them to 
be defeated?’’ asked teacher, calling for 
Bert’s home question, : 

Bert explained that it was a punishment 
for a sin that one of them had committed 
when he took some .of the stuff at Jericho 
and kept it for himself. 

** Why should that cause the soldiers to be 
defeated ?”’ teacher asked. 

Bert said he didn’t know unless:that was 
God's way of teaching them, 

** Look at the last sentence in verse 12,’’ 
directed teacher. so ri 

*¢ Does it mean that ‘God can’t bless:any- 
body that’s doing wrong?’’ Bert asked after 
he had read it. 

‘* Not exactly.’’ answered teacher. ‘‘ God 
does bless even sinners, in many ways. But 
he can’t bless either a person, or a nation, 
as wonderfully as he wants to, if that person 
or nation is harboring a sin.’’ 

He said that’s where he sees ‘‘ Saloon ’’ 
in the lesson, One reason the United States 
can’t conquer poverty, disease, law-breaking, 
strikes, and such, is because we have an ac- 
cursed thing in our midst; not something 
that belongs to God this time, but that be- 
longs to Satan. He says it weakens us by 
keeping so many men too busy and so many 
others too weak to raise food or make 
clothes, 

‘¢Then,’’ he said, ‘‘ think of the money it 
takes to keep up courts, jails, asylums, and 
all that, besides the sickness, murders, and 
deaths.’’ He thinks it’s awful, and I do, 
too. 

He showed us a cartoon cut out of a tem- 
perance paper. It was a big clothes-wringer, 
marked ‘*Saloon.”” A fat man, called 
** Liquor Business,’’? was turning the crank. 
A long line of fine-looking fellows were com- 
ing up on one side, being wrung through, 
and coming out on the other side just old 
ragged wrecks for Uncle Sam to take care of 
in a big poorhouse, while the man turning 
the crank picked up all the dollars that were 
squeezed out of their pockets, Maybe you 
could find some such cartoon for your boys 
to see. Our teacher saves every such pic- 
ture he can find. 

After we had ‘talked about that quite 
a while, he called for Carl to name the sins 
Achan had committed. 

Cari named stealing. Fred thought he 
just the same as lied about it, too, when he 
hid the stuff and wouldn’t teil till he was 
caught with the goods. Then teacher said 
there was still another sin back of that,— 
covetousness. So he talked about how 
wrong desires lead to wrong acts. 

He drew a kind of tree on the board, and 
marked the roots, ‘* Thoughts.’”’ The trunk 
was ‘‘ Desires’’ ; the branches, ‘* Deeds ”’ ; 
the fruit, ‘*Consequences.’’ He had us 
read those verses in Luke 6 : 43-45 about a 
good tree having good fruit, you know, and 
a good man bringing good deeds out of a 
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. good heart, etc. He explained how that was 
why we must let Jesus always keep our 
hearts and thoughts pure. 

The last question was Fred’s, that about 
Achan’s punishment, Fred teld how Achan 
and his whole family were stoned to death 
and then burned up, but he couldn’t see why 
the family had to ¢ punished so. 

‘* What does that second commandment 
say about it?’’ asked teacher. 

So we looked it up, and read that about 
visiting the iniquities of the fathers upon the 
children, and teacher said it is a law of na- 
ture as well as of God; that our sins affect 
all who are connected with us, and the inno- 
cent suffer with the guilty. 

He told a story about a family he knew 
once, where the man drank and drank until 
one day he killed a man and got sent to the 
penitentiary, and how his poor wife and 
children did suffer, He. said when we are 
tempted to sin we ought to think of others as 
well as ourselves. 

** We are all bound together, ’’ he declared, 
**families and nation, All Israel suffered 
for Achan’s sin. All America suffers on ac- 
count of the sin of drink, and we shall have 
to put away the accursed thing before we 
can enjoy the full benefits of our promised 
land of freedom,’’ 
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So that’s the way he taught us, starting 
out about its. being a temperance lesson, 
having us answer our home questions, along 
with some verses to look up, and then making 
a little talk at the end, He made the points 
(1) that sin weakens a person ora nation; 
(2) wrong deeds come from wron thoughts 


and desires ; (3) our sins bring suffering on 


others. 

For illustrations, you know, he had Ai lo- 
cated on the map, a temperance cartoon, the 
tree on the board, the verses in Luke 6: 
43-45 and Exodus 20: 5, and a story about 
a poor drunkard’s fami y. Maybe you can 
think up a story about some family you have 
known that would make it interesting for 
your boys 

The Seiten he gave out for next time 
are: How was Ai finally captured? Wh 
did Joshua spare Gibeon? About how hich 
of the country did Joshua conquer? What 
part of the country was given to Caleb, and 
why? How many tribes were there, and 
where did they get their names? Draw a 
map showing where each tribe settled. 
(That’s mine.) Which of these divisions of 
the land became most important, and why ? 

Yours, PUCKER. 


West Terre Haute, Inp. 
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By John Timothy Stone, D.D. 





UR own time and generation has its 
great and marvelous developments. 
very age has, no doubt, but fre- 
quently we discover that fact as to a past 
day, instead of realizing it in ourown. It is 
all well enough to be students of history, but 
better still to feel that we are makers of 
history. 

We ought to thank God for the good and 
brave souls of the past, but we should pray 
for those who are facing the real and hard 
tasks of the present. 

One of our presen day’ neat-by achieve- 


ments is the opening of the Panama -canali! 


This:matvélous piece of: engineering: will in- 
fluence .and transform: the commercial’ and: 
transportation activities of the world. 
will open up the South and Central’ Amer- 
ican countries as never before, the Pacific 


coust, its: states and cities, its minerals and: 


forests, its' manufacturing and agriculture. 
Should we not pray that this great enterprise 
may lead to greater moral and: spiritual de- 
velopments, as well as material? Should we 
not pray that the great exposition in com- 
memoration of this event should be guarded 
from worldly and sinful supremacy? Much 
has been written which awakens fear and 
distrust along this very line. Are we pray- 
ing for those who have it in charge, and for 
that great cityin which it is to be held? The 
whole world prayed for San Francisco when 
overwhelming disaster laid her low; does 
she not need prayer all the more in this her 
day of prosperity and exaltation? Prayer 
for cities has precedent which dates back to 
the days of Abraham and Lot. 


December 8 to 14 


Mon.— Josh, 7 : 6-15. The Sin of Achan, 

Back of punishment sin exists, Many of 
the curses of life which are laid upon God 
as unjust are the direct results of broken law 
and direct disobedience. ‘Get thee up,.., 
Israel hath sinned ”’ is the word of counsel for 
all times, If within life’s camp Athan’s 
stolén goods remain, there can be no victory. 


““ Search us, O Lord, and know our 
hearts.”” May we never dare disobey nor 
disregard thy commands, May no gain of 
ours gotten by wrong means remain hidden 
within our lives; save us from avarice and 
covetousness, and may we learn the blessed- 
ness and value of obeying thee. In Christ's 
name, Amen, 

Tues.—Josh. 7 : 16-26. Punishment of Achan. 

Sin never injures singly, but causes suffer- 
ing and loss to those who are guiltless and 
innocent, The men who were slain by the 
men of Ai little knew the cause of their 
death. The punishment of Achan seems 
severe, but the lesson was needed to teach 
this young nation the wickedness of bringing 
death and suffering on others by our sins. 

ost loving and merciful God, for thy 
great goodness we thank thee, and that thou 
dost forgive those who dowrong, May we 
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know also that thy penalties are just and 
sure. Save us, we pray thee, from the sins 
that bring suffering and sorrow upon others 
And this we ask in Jesus’ name, Amen, 


Wed.—Josh. 8: 30-35. Reading the Law. 

The reading of the law of God meant much 
to Israel in the face of this great victory, He 
read the blessings and the cursings of the 
law. Law means life if kept, but. it means 
death if broken. .The reading of the law is 
needéd now, The curses of diseases loath- 
some and contagious are largely the direct, 
result of broken law. 


Almighty. and most. blessed iia fee the, 
majesty af thy law we give thee thanks. May, 
we be more familiar with its teaching, and 
more loyal and obedient to. its-every precept 
and demand.. Save us from the curses of 
broken law,.and grant to us the blessings of 
law kept and honored. Grant to our chil- 
dren a reverence for thee and regard for thy 
laws. In. Christ's name. Amen, 


Thurs.—Ezek. 20 :.1-17. God’s Lovingkindness, 
‘The extreme and constant patience of the 
Almighty is most noteworthy. ‘The impa- 
tience of man cannot value aright the mar- 
velous patience of our Father in Heaven. 
Disobeyed repeatedly, he forgave Israet and 
gave them chance after chance. And his 
lovingkindness still abides, for he has prom- 
ised still to save them, his chosen people. 


Most loving and kind Father in Heaven, 
may we know thee in the power of thy love, 
that we may serve thee with the precision of 
thy law. Because we love thee, may we keep 
that law, and may we live to-day and every 
day as those who prize thy lovingkindness. 
in Christ's name, Amen, 


Fri.—Ezek. 20: 18-32. 
Disobedience and Punishment. 


The sure sorrow and despair of the soul is 
the result of disobedience. To leave a man 
to himself is the worst punishment he can 
have. ‘* Ye shall loathe yourselves in your 
own sight for all your evils that ye have. com- 
mitted.’’ Hell needs no more clear defini- 
tion than this fact. Disobedience means 
ceaseless and quenchless remorse and regret. 


O Holy Lord, thou who art pure and true, 
may we gain that vision of thee which may 
prompt us to follow thee with constant and 
unvarying fidelity. Forgive us for our dis- 
obedience, and may we obey thee day by day 
and moment by moment until thy laws are 
the very habit of our daily lives. For thy 
sake, Amen, 

Set.—Ezek. 2 Dai 7 

The awful fact of remorse cannot be over: 
looked, but the penitent and humble soul 
may be restored. ‘‘ All we like sheep have 
gone astray, and the Lord hath ‘laid on him 
the iniquity of us all.’’. . Tfis ‘* Come unto 
me ’ is still sure and complete. in. its. power. 
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TwoNotable Features in Next 
Year's Sunday School Times 


For the Oldest and the Youngest Classes 


yr you like to sitin a Bible class taught by Professor Griffith 
Thomas? You may have this opportunity in a new way during 
1914 as a reader of The Sunday School Times. 


Next year’s International Uniform Lessons will study the closing six 
months of our Lord’s Life, continuing the series which was begun in 
1g1z. The veteran New "Testament scholar, Professor Matthew B. 
Riddle, beloved by the Times family during many years, will resume 
his usual department ‘‘The Lesson’s Bible Dictionary’’ with this return 
of the lessons to the Life of Christ. And Professor Griffith Thomas will 
take up the leadership of the Times Bible Class department which has 
been conducted so satisfyingly during the latter half-of the present year 
by Professor Charles R. Erdman. 


The North American Bible-loving public is coming more and more 
to rejoice in the presence and writings of Professor Griffith Thomas. A 
British Bible scholar, for some years Principal of Wycliffe Hall, Oxford, 
he came to Canada in 1910 to accept a professorship in Wycliffe College, 
Toronto. He is thoroughly familiar with the literature of the Higher 
Criticism, and, as his present series on that subject shows (see page 738 
in this issue), he sees the peril and destructiveness of the present critical 
position, and stands unswervingly for the inspiration and supernatural 
character of the Bible as the unique Word of God. 


In his Sunday School Times Bible Class next year Professor Griffith 
Thomas will show the ordinary, inexpert teacher or reader of the English 
Bible how to do his own studying of the Gospel material in a fruitful 
way. He will furnish a plan of Daily Studies, so that those who wish to 
use this best method can carry on their preparation for the coming Sun- 
day’s lesson straight through the preceding week ; while those who prefer 
can use the same study material at one or more sittings. 


But note specially that the reader will find his Bible study under 
Professor Griffith ‘Thomas’ guidance enriched by two great truths; the 
‘* blessed hope’’ of the personal return of our Lord Jesus. Christ to this 

_ earth ;. and. the present assurance of the life of sustained victory ov¢r 
‘sin which is-ours in.Christ if we but intelligently. claim it. nattod't 


if 


Would you like to spend a year ‘in’ studying the’ life bf ‘our. “Lord 
Jesus. in the fellowship of such a teacher? It is’ your,.privilege. asa 
* reader of The Sunday School Times. It may become the privile e' of 

others of your acquaintance who are not now. taking the ‘Times #. “you 
will tell them what they can gain by its use. 


Early issues of the Times will contain a reveal- 
ing Preview of the entire coming year’s lessons 
by Professer Griffith Thomas, and an article on 
‘*Books to Use in 1914,” describing just the 
books you will want to know about for your 
working equipment next year. 


3-Minute Nature Talks to Children 


AVE you, as a primary or beginners’ class teacher, ever felt the 

need of talking in an easy, impromptu way with your little people, 
during the Sunday-school session, about something that has nothing to 
do with the lesson? “ave you realized that in this way the program 
would gain interest and variety, and a fresh bond of friendliness would 
be established? An experienced teacher in the South, Miss Lee 
McCrae, of Birmingham, Alabama, has worked this problem out si c- 
cessfully, and will share the results with the Times’ teachers during 1914. 


Miss McCrae will furnish, with nearly every lesson, a ‘‘ Three-Minute 
Nature ‘lalk,’’ which the teacher may use in an informal way at any 
point that she prefers during the opening exercises in the class room. 
These little ‘‘ talks’’ have no bearing on the lesson of the day ; but they 
do contribute to the best results of the session as a whole. ‘They open 
the children’s eyes to the world about them, set them to thinking and 
questioning, and, best of all, awaken a new reverence, gratitude, and 
love for God. Such subjects as the following suggest the interest and 
scope of the little studies : 


Earth’s Sleepy Time. 

God’s Promises on the Trees. 
Missionary Seeds. 

God’s Lanterns. 

A Werd Story. 

What the Leaves Are For. 


What the Fishes Taught Me. 
A Cocklebur Lesson. 

The Richest Month. 

God’s Carpets. 

The Birds’ Breakfast Food. 
A Color Lesson. 


Fathers and mothers also are likely to find in 
these Nature Talks just the thing to use in the 
home on Sunday afternoons or at bed-time. 
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Remove the Cause 
f 


HEADACHE 


Produced by overwork or 
worry, by Summer heat, ner- 
vousness or indigestion by 
taking Horsford's Acid Phos- 
phate, —a healthful refreshing 
tonic widely recommended by 
physicians, 


Horsford’s 
Acid Phosphate 


(Non-Alcoholic) 
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The chastisement we must, bear, but we shall 
be restored by faith and through forgiveness, 
** Restore unto us, O God, the joy of thy 
salvation, and uphold us by thy free spirit.”’ 
May we know that “in thy presence there is 
fulness of joy.”’ Thus wilt thou create 
clean hearts and renew right spirits within 
us. In the dear Master's name. Amen, 


Sun.—Mic. 3: 1-12. Sin and Judgment. 

‘The love of our loving God has received 
; such great and right emphasis in this present 
| day that many have forgotten that our God 





is a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the 
fathers upen the children, upen the third 
and upon the fourth generation of them that 
hate bim,. To look lightly upon sin is to 
inflict upon mankind abhorrent disease and 
eternal death, 


' Eternal and righteous God, our Father 
in Heaven, may we know the awful result 
of wrong and the beautiful reward of right, 
In our desire to make thy life and character 
lovely may we not fail to disclose thy horror 
and hatred of sin, Save ourage from the 
rn upting,destroying power of wrong-doing. 

le pray in the Saviour’s name. Amen, 





By Charles R. 


Professor Erdman’s Bible Class 


Erdman, D.D. 
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An excellent remedy. Free from opiates. I: 
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The 1914 E 
Bible Success 
Band 
Booklets are 


Ready 


Readers of The Sunday School 
Times will be glad to know that 
we have just received a supply of 
the Bible Success Band booklets 
for 1914. The plan for learning a 
Bible verse each day proved so 
popuiar last year that our first stock 
of the booklets was soon sold out, 
and many were disappointed by 
delays, as the books are imported 
from England. 

The price of the 1914 booklets is 
ro cents each, or $1.00 per dozen, 
postpaid. A limited number of 
the 1912 and 1913 booklets may be 
had for 5 cents each or 50 cents 
per dozen, postpaid. 


THe SuNDAY SCHOOL 
1031 Walnut St., 


Times Co. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 











Defeat and Victory at Ai 


FTER the fall of Jericho there remained 
A one fortress to be overcome before 
Joshua could enter the passes leading 
to Western Canaan. This was the smaller 
city of Ai, which commanded the entrance 
tc the valley of Aijalon. Upon this strong- 
| hold Joshua at once makes an attack with a 
small part of the forces under his command. 
‘The story of the failure of this first assault 
and of the subsequent triumph of Israel is 
full of instruction for the people of God as 
suggesting the secret causes of defeat and of 
victory. 

The explanation of that first repulse, and 
so the main message of the narrative, is 
placed by the historian at the head of the 
chapter in which the incident is recorded 
(Josh. 7:1). Weare told that the defeat 
was due to the divine displeasure at the 
secret sin of Achan, the son of Carmi, who 
had disobeyed the command of God, and 
had kept for himself part of the consecrated 
spoil of Jericho, 

The impressive message of the narrative is 
evidently contained in these inspired words : 
‘¢Q Israel; thou canst not stand before 
thine enemies, until ye take away the de- 
voted thing from among you ’’ (7: 13). 

So in each individual life there can be no 
victory, no moral conquests, no spiritual 
progress, no joyous triumph, where. secret 
sin is being indulged, where there is disobe- 
dience to.the command of God, where one 
fault is covered, one wrong unrighted. So 
in the local church, or in the larger army of 
Christ, there can be no marked success, no 
| notable advance, until there is first a discov- 
| ery of the things that are grieving the Spirit 
of God, a confession of the secret sins of the 
people, a purging from all that is impure, a 
severe dealing with all that is disobedience 
to the command of God. 


Daily Studies 


| Monday.—The seriousness of /srael’s de- 
feat at Ai was at once evident to Joshua, 
As a great general he saw the peril of dis- 
couragement by the repulse of an army in 
its first engagement ; he saw more deeply 
that failure must have been due to di- 
vine displeasure. He so trusted in the 
Lord for victory that he knew defeat must in 
some way be related to the divine will. He 
erred, however, in suggesting that the fault 
was to be related in any way to God. Ile 
needed a divine message to explain that the 
fault was wholly that of Israel, that defeat 
was unnecessary, that absolute obedience 
and perfect consecration would result in vic- 
tory over all enemies (Josh. 7 : 6-15). 

As followers of Christ we need to learn 
that defeat is unnecessary (1 Cor. 10: 13). 
If we trust in the Captain of our salvation 
we can overcome every known sin (Heb. 2 : 
18; 7:25; 4:15, 16). If we fall before 
our foes it is no fault of his. Our failures 
are not to be ascribed to God (Jas. 1 : 13- 
16). Moral failure in the life of a Christian 
is a certain proof of broken and imperfect 
fellowship with the Lord, and only by the 
confession of the fault and its removal can 
true communion be restored (2 Cor. 6:1 
to 7:1). 

Tuesday.—The way for Israel’s defeat was 
paved by the self-confidence of the people 
(Josh. 7 : 2-5) They so overrated their 
ability as to believe that not all their 
forces would be necessary for the conflict. 
Even Joshua was carried away by the foolish 
suggestion of the; spies. God knew that 
victory could be won only by the employ- 
ing of all possible resources, How often 




















do we overestimate our power to resist 
temptation! How frequently we underesti- 
mate the power of our besetting sins! How 
-. sors our pride go before a fall (1 Cor. 
10:12; Rom, 11 : 20; 1 Pet. 1:17; 5:8). 

This colbcauiihense ' is all the more  a- 
thetic when we remember that it was due to 
the victory at Jericho, where the people had 
done no fighting, but had somieel victory as 
a gift from the hand of the Lord (Josh. 6 : 
16). . Thus great is our folly if we imagine 
that we shall not fall into sin simply because 
we are Christians. All we have received 
has been given us in grace, and now we 
must fight trusting in more grace, but not in 
our own strength (Eph. 6 : 10-13). We 
need ‘‘ the whole armor of God.’’? We must 
fight if we would win (1 Tim. 6 : 12). 

Wednesday.— The sin of Israel was the 
sin of a single man; but no one can ever 
commit sin without involving others in the 
distress of its results; much less can we im- 
agine that our lives can be blest in service or 
growth in other spheres while we are cher- 
ishing some secret, unholy indulgence. ‘The 
source of this sin lay in covetousness, the 
prolific source of countless evils (1 Tim. 6: 
10; Heb. 13°53; Eph. 5:3). The nature 
of the sin was that of sacrilege ; Achan took 
for himself what belonged to God (Josh. 7 : 
I, 11), This was in reality the sin of Ana- 
nias and Sapphira (Acts 5: 1-11). They 
secretly kept for their own use that which 
they publicly professed belonged to God. 
Can we rob God? Is it sacrilege to keep 
for our own gratification that which might 
and. should be given to, his service? (Mal. 
3 : 8-10.) 

Thursday.—The discovery of sin is inevi- 
table. Achan may have felt a momentary 


security when he hid his stolen treasure [ 


under his tent (Josh. 7 : 22) ; but his con- 
science was whispering the words which 
have terrified every sinner since the disobe- 
dience of Adam: ‘‘ Be sure your sin will find 
you out’? (Num. 32: 23). Nor does this 
mean merely that your sin will be found out ; 
it means that it will find you; its conse- 
quences and its penalties will come upon 
you. The wages of sin is death (Rom. 6 : 23). 

Of course the other statement is usually 
true; sin is discovered ; even in this world 
there is the shame and disgrace of revealed 
guilt. (Josh. -7-: 16-18); and some day will 
dawn in the light of which every secret will 
be laid bare (Matt. 10: 26; Rom. 3 : 13; 
Rom. 4: 5; 1 Tim. 1: 12,18; 2 Cor. 5: 10). 


Friday.—There is much of solemn instruc- | 
tion in the confession of Achan (Josh. 7 : | 


19-21). Jt was an extorted confession, only 
made when concealment was no longer pos- 
sible. For such confessions the pardon of 
the fault is usually no longer possible, A 
voluntary confession is usually the sign of 
repentance and the pathway to pardon 
(1 John 1 : 8, 9; Psa. 32:5; Jas. 5 : 16; 
Matt. 3:6). It is a confession which re- 
cords the monotonous course of all human 
sin: **I saw, I coveted, I took, I hid.’ 
Compare the sin of Eve or David or Judas. 
The temptation may have been great (7 : 21), 
but this did not extenuate the fault. Entertain- 





ing the vision creates the desire, and the lust | 
gives birth to the act, and the conscience- | 
smitten soul attempts to conceal the guilt. | 
This . confession echoes the true note 
sounded by Joshua; the sin was not against | 
man only, but against God (Josh. 7 : 19, "20). | 
Such a conception of sin usually results in | 
penitence, and so in pardon (Psa. 51 : 1-4; 
Luke 15: 18, 19). 
Saturday.—- The penalty 
( Continued on next page) 


upon Achan 
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Price, one cent each, No order for less 
than ten received. 


PICTURE: SETS 


Illustrating the International Uniform 
Sunday School Lessons for 1914. Consists 
of sixty (60) pictures: Enclosed in: an 
attractive portfolio, 50 cents postpaid. 
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Understanding Childhood 


A leaflet touching upon many of the vital subjects 
which confront every mother. Demonstrates the 
practical and beneficent results of teaching the 
child withaccuracy. This valuable guide should 
be read by every mother. Contains facts of in- 
estimable worth. Only 3 cents each. 


Sharing the Stork’s Secret 


An interesting and practical leaflet, which every 
prospective mother should read. Written ina man- 
ner at once forcible, chaste and gentle. Every 
child should know these facts contained in this 
leaflet. 3centsacopy. Postpaid. 
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may seem cruelly severe; but serious dis- 
eases demand severe remedies (Josh. 7 : 22- 
Lhis sin had been committed even 
while God was showing his grace in the 
overthrow of Jericho ; it was a sign of abso- 
lute unbelief and disobedience; it defiled 
the whole nation, Only a holy people could 
be a victorious people; only an obedient 
people could receive the land of promise, 
Such a severe penalty was necessary, as the 
holy war was just opening. The nation 
needed the solemn warning. Notice the 
similar severity in the case of the first sin in 
the early church (Acts § : 1-11). 

The lesson is not only of the holiness of 
God, but of the holiness we must maintain at 
any cost. ‘The secret sin must be aban- 
doned no matter how much suffering the 
discontinuance may cost us; the evil thing 
must be taken out of our lives no matter how 
great the pain (Matt. § : 29, 30). 

Sunday.—The story of Ai does not close 
with the repulse of Israel, nor the death of 
Achan, but with the triumphant conquest of 
Joshua, He showed his strategy and gen- 
eralship as in obedience to the divine com- 
mand he planned and executed the capture 
and destruction of the city (Josh. 8 : 1*29). 
Here we learn that all our powers must be 

enlisted if we are to ensure victory; here 
| we are reminded that faith is manifested in 
works, and that the fight of faith isa true 
| conflict. God promised Joshua the victory, 
| but told Joshua to employ a shrewd maneu- 
| ver and all possible shrewdness of force of 
arms. We best show our faith when we put 
forth every effort to win the victory God has 
promised us, Faith is not expressed in idle 
waiting for victory, but in ceaseless effort 
and valiant endeavor (1 Cor. 9 : 24-27). 
Questions for Additional Study 

1. What were the various reports brought 
by the spies in Numbers 13 and 14, Joshua 
2and 7? 

2. How do the prayers of Moses compare 
with that of Joshua? (Exod, 32: 12; Num, 
14 : 13-76; Deut. 9 : 28; 22 : 26, 27.) 

3. Which commandment did Achan break ? 

4. What different disposition was com- 
manded as to the spoils of Jericho and Ai? 
(Josh, 8 : 1.) 


5. Mention some Bible warnings against 





Tim. 3 : 33 Col. 3:5). 
6. What was Israel’s experience with the 
Gibeonites? (Josh. 9.) 


7. What victories followed the conquest 
of Ai? 


PRINCETON THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 





| Children at Home 


covetousness. (Hab. 2 : 9; Rom. 7:7; 1 | 


and girls get all the toys at Christmas, and 
the poor children do not get any at all?’’ 

** Little man, would you really like to 
know ?”’ said his new friend, ‘‘ Well, then, 
just come along with me.”’ 

Billy didn’t feel a bit afraid, and he didn’t 
seem to feel that he was interrupting his 
mother’s conversation, He never went any- 
where without asking her permission, but it 
seemed as though he had her permission to 
go with Santa Claus. 

He put his hand in the great big fur glove 
of his friend, and, whisk! puff! away they 
seemed to go, riding on a fleecy cloud. High 
over the houses, over the highest buildings, 
even higher than the snow-clouds, they went, 
Higher and still higher they went, and far- 
ther and farther north. It was very cold, 
but close to his companion and deep in the 
— flaky cloud Billy did not mind the 
cold 

Then gradually they began to descend to 
earth. When they looked over the edge of 
the cloud they could see reindeer scamper- 
ing over the crisp snow-covered ground. 
Then Billy saw a beautiful shining palace, 
with a white sparkling fence around it. 
They descended right in front of the broad, 
glistening steps that led up to the palace. 
Billy could scarcely look up at the balconies 
and towers, for their whiteness dazzled his 
eyes. And when the sun shone on the 
building every color of the rainbow was re- 
flected from the sparkling crystals. 

“Oh, my!’’ said Billy, speaking for the 
first time ; ‘* who made that beautiful place? ’’ 

‘That is where we are going,’’ said Santa, 
* and you little boys and girls make it either 
beautiful and bright, or ugly and gray. I 
like it best of all my mansions when it spar- 
kles brightly, for that shows me that a great 
many boys and girls are thinking of their 
| hungry and sick and lonesome little neigh- 
| bors, But when the palace is gray and cold- 
| looking, I know that very few children are 

giving nice things to make others happy. 

**Come here a minute, Billy,’’ he said, 
drawing the little boy up onthe steps, ‘‘ You 
see that long narrow building with the high 
smokestack? ‘That is where the toy engines 
and trains are made, the bicycles and Sleds, 
That tall, graceful building over there is 
where all the toy dishes and dolls, the books 
and games are made, That building, where 
you see the red-and-white striped posts in 
front, is where we make all the peppermint 
sticks and molasses and sugar candies that 
are eaten during Christmas week.’’ 

‘*But now we must go in here.’’ Santa 
Claus had a sad look on his face. ‘ We are 
not nearly as busy in here as in the other 
buildings,’’? he said, ‘‘and it is the poor 
children who appreciate the toys most, too. 
But it is all the fault of you boys and girls.”’ 

Billy looked up with a troubled face, for 
he had a kind heart, and did not want to be 
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the cause of Santa’s feeling sad. But Santa 
Claus continued to explain, 

‘This is where we get the toys ready for 
poor children. Do you see that little elec- 
tric car running around and around on the 
tracks? A little boy received that on his 
last birthday. He liked it very much himself, 
but he loved a little errand boy whose mother 
is sick, and so he sent it to make his friend 
happy at Christmas, This little table set with 
dishes, and the dolls drawn up about it, isa 

ift too. A little girl saved her money all 
fall so as to buy a Christmas present for a 
little cripple that sits looking out of the win- 
dow all day long. 

** And then girls and boys who have plenty 
of toys send us the old ones to repair and 
send to the children who would otherwise 
have empty stockings on Christmas morning,.”’ 

In another large, bright, cheery toom into * 
which they went were a dozen or fifteen 
women, ‘They were sitting in low rocking- 
chairs, fastening hair on dolls or sewing on 
legs; mending broken dishes, or patching 
torn books, They were humming as they 
worked, and must have been thinking of the 
poor children who would be more pleased 
with one such gift than some other children 
who would receive a dozen gifts. 

In another part of the room were a group 
of men with tool boxes by their sides, fixing 
broken fire engines and trains of cars, putting 
new seats in little chairs, or putting fresh 
paint on red wagons and hobby horses. 

“Yes, these toys are prettier than the ones 
they make over yonder, I think,’’ said Santa 
Claus in reply to Billy’s question, ‘The 
reason they are prettier is because of the hap- 
piness they bring with them. ‘There are lots 
of children in your neighborhood, little man, 
who ought to receive something to make them 
glad Christmas morning, but we haven’t 
enough here to go around,’’ 

‘* Billy! Billy! Have you gone to sleep, 
child, there in front of that hot fire? Mrs. 
Lawson is going now. Can’t you say good- 
bye to her?”’ 

Billy rubbed his eyes. ‘+ Was I asleep, 
mother? Do you know what I was going to 
say to Santa Claus? 1-was going-to ask him 
to send for'a lot of my toys to fix up for the 
poor children down. by our church. And I 


thought I might. give him some of the money 


out of my bank, too. I guess I was dreaming.”’ 
But it turned out to be more than a dream. 
Billy began to get more excited over Christ- 
mas than he had ever been before. And if 
you could see him and his little Sunday-school 
friends getting ready the toys and clothes for 
those little ‘boys and girls **down by the 
church,’’ you would think that this was go- 
itig to be the merriest Christmas that Billy 
and his friends ever had. I believe it will be 
the first merry Christmas some of those other 
boys and girls will have, too, 
PHILADELPHIA. 








Billy’s Christmas Trip 
By Marguerite L. McQuilkin 


HE snow was falling faster and faster, 
covering the lawn and boardwalk, the 
iron fence, and the city streets. In- 

side, Billy was sitting close beside the great 
roaring coal fire. His little short legs were 
dangling over the edge of the big cushioned 
chair, He was thinking how fortunate it 
was for Santa Claus that the snow had come, 
for now he could use his sleigh and reindeer, 
Billy’s face and legs grew hotter and hotter, 
but he tried not to fidget. There was a lady 
from the Sunday-school calling on mother, 
and he wanted to be good and not interrupt. 
She was teiling about the many poor families 
in the neighborhood who did not have enough 
money to buy warm shoes and coats for the 
children. And of course if they didn’t even 
have bedclothes enough to keep them warm 
at night there wouldn’t be any Christmas 
presents in the little stockings on Christmas 
morning. 

Billy didn’t hear any more of the conver- 
sation, 
tinkling, tinkling, at his side. He looked 
up, and didn’t feel a bit surprised to see 
Santa Claus standing there. He looked just 
like the one Billy had seen in front of the 
big department store, when his mother had 
taken him to see the toys in town. Santa 
put out his hand this time, just as he had 
done before, and asked him in a friendly tone 
how he was. 





Lilly didn’t stop to answer his question, 


the publishers ard the advertiser by stating that you | but asked the old gentleman one in reply. 
saw the advertisement in The Sunday School Times | ‘* Please, sir, why is it the rich little boys 


His attention was attracted by a} 


in cloth, 
scholars joining the League. 
$20.00 per hundred. 


Price, 


Testament League. 


pocket or in a lady's purse. 


Pocket Testament 
League Supplies 


Pictorial League Testaments 


In American Revision or King James Version, beautifully illustrated, bound 
Either version is an ideal book for presentation to Sunday-school 
25 cents each, postpaid; $2.50 


Leather League Testaments 


In American Standard Revision or King James Version. 
A wonderful achievement in ‘I'cstament making. 
clear type, soft flexible leather binding, with frontispiece. 
postpaid. ‘The King James edition is small enough to be carried in the vest 
The American Standard Revision is somewhat 
larger, 2x4% inches, in convenient pocket size. 


a dozen; and 
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Mead. Colored Christmas Cards 


? cents each. Five designs, all at- 
escent and each has a sentiment attractively 
lettered with illuminated initial. Size, 34x24. 


Christmas Leaflets 


Twenty-five Christmas Art | eaflets with 
envelo in box, 90 cents. Parchment covers 
beauti uly colored. 998 with silk cord. 44%4x2%. 


Die-Stam ped Greeting Cards 


No. 1257. ‘The landscape design is printed in 
red, gold and black on white parchment paper. 
The little verse will appeal to many of your friénds. 
White envelope to match. 2x2 5 cents each. 

No. 1169. Holly sprig is fe-stamped in red 
and green on assorted colors of linen-finished 
stock, which are printed with border and individual 
verse in color corresponding to stock. Folded card. 
4 1-16x3 3-16. Envelope to match. § cents each. 


Steel Plate Greeting Card 


Holly Carte de Visite No. 35. Per sin le 
card, case and envelope, 8 cents ; 10for75 cen 
25 in box, $1.75. Card enclosed in case with en- 
velope to match, The Christmas greeting on these 
cases printed from steel plate. 


Calendars for 1914 


No. 870. itopdship fn rough the Year. 
50 cents each. Boxe ifty-two leaves con- 
taining weekly He. ng Each with a beautiful 
and uplifting thought. Next to the title page is a 
personal letter with greeting. Satin ribbon hanger. 
97%X5§ 9-16. 


«Tom Thumb” Series 


Dainty end attractive series of little books for 
young children. Each book contains twenty-eight 
pages, illustrated in color. 5%x3% inches. ‘lied 
with ribbon. 12 cents cach, postpaid. Per set of 
ten, $1.10, postpaid. 


HELPS FOR THE 


The Gist of the Lesson 


By Rev. R. A. ‘Torrey, Dean of the Bible Insti- 
tute of Los Angeles. A vest-pocket edition of an 
exposition of the ceorey School Lessons for 1914. 
Leather, 25 cents. 


L. 11. 


Sign Marker 
With Patent Type Guide and Spacing Gauge: 
No. 3, price $4.50, Delivery extra. For printing 
the Church Notices and Announcements for Lec- 
tures, Socials, Special Meetings, ete. 
Descriptive Price List on Application. 


1914 CATALO 





HOLIDAY IDEAS 


Paper Cutter, Celluloid 


stpaid. Two styles. Each 
inzhes Fong *ceitulbid. A beautiful gift 16 
8197. Elephant’s head in Finck celluloid 


a +... tusks. 
No. 7253. A dog’s head forms the handle. 


Nursery Rhyme Post ered 


3 cents each; set of 8 for 20 cents, po 
Eight designs are gems of art, al beautifully re 
ored,and each design distinctive ,illustrating the lit- 
tle nursery rhyme which is printed i in gilt beneath, 


Picture Panoramas 


45 cents per box of eight, postpaid. Every 
figure in each panorama arranged to stand sepa- 
rately, the combined figures forming an endless 
variety of tableaux. ight panoramas of fairy 
taies, wild and domestic animals and birds, etc. 


Picture Building A BC 


4 cents, peetveid. 7 tyres picture panels in a 

box. Size, 8%x10% hree Little Kittens. 
Three Pigs. Three Senne. Picture puzz es, 
which, when taken to pieces, contain the twent 
six letters of the alphabet on back, and can 
again pieced together to form the complete picture. 


Autograph Album 

35 cents, postpaid. Magnificent padded cover 

of pane-aciened leatherette, adorned by mother-of- 
pearl, Lined with moire-finished paper. ‘‘ Auto- 
graphs’’ stamped in gilt on cover. Sixt 
pages inside in white andtint. Size, 6x4 


Photograph Album 
65 stpaid. Eeautiful leatherette pad- 
ded ge adorned by, embossed design outlined 
in pom inside in dark tint cardboard. 
See z 5% inc 


SUNDAY SCHOOL 


Tarbell’s Teachers’ Guide, 1914 

B Martha Tarbell, Ph.D. Cloth, 

postage, 15 cents. Every 

new ifgtte and help that modern 

methods uncover embodied to ren- 
der teaching attractive. 


Sunday School Banner 


A Banner for your Banner Class 
will stimulate the children to strive 
for the honor. Write for illustrated 
oy laa ae styles. $1.50 


to $10.00. for Illustrated List. 
Replete with Suggestions 
WRITE FOR. IT—NOW 


ins. 
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Good Books for Workers 


Ask for 
the Catalogue of The Sunday School Times Company 
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Now. 


themselves. 
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q A long journey is worthy of early preparation. 
And begin by asking The Sunday School Times 
Company how it proposes—and it does propose no less 
than this—to make the Tokyo trip a reality for many 
Sunday-school workers without money cost to the workers 


SCHOOL 
Walnut Street, 


Why Not Go 
To Tokyo 


Expense to Yourself 


@ For the World’s Eighth Sunday School Convention is to 
meet in Tokyo in 1916, and you will want to be there, 
with increasing eagerness as the time draws near. 


Begin 


plan, heavy with disappointment 
to those who do not. win. 
adequate compensation for all who try it; even if for 
any reason they finally find they cannot go ; 
those who do go the plan will be a gratefully remem- 
bered partner in a rich experience never to be forgotten. 


The plan has its entirely 


and ‘for 


Please don’t lose time in wondering. Just ask to-day 
op a postal card, for the Zokyo Plan. 


Times COMPANY 
Philadelphia Pa. 














( Rally Day and its Honor ase 





——— 


A stimulating protest is voiced in a recent book by a well-known writer 
against the false tests that a Sunday-school is so apt to apply in judg- 


ing its efficiency. 


The following “‘ Honor Lists ” include schools that 


know this danger of the false test and that have not merely counted 


heads on Rally Day. 


HAT has your Sunday-school been 
doing since Rally Day? ‘*It will 
interest you to know that the school 


Their ‘percentage figures stand for more than ~~ 


figures can ever tell. rete 
Swedish Mission, Stillma V Hey, Ill, Bert 
E. ers he a neg sett ee 
Union, North verone Mass. i Dr. Ernest w. 
MOR oie poh sebeal ica cad doit tin cheese d 90 


attendance has increased every Sunday since 
Rally Day, so that now the regu/ar attend- 
ance is larger than it was on Rally Day a 
year ago.’’ This is the report. that comes 
from one school six weeks after Rally Day. 

One of the most delightful and significant 
features of the reports is this: the schools 
recognize the difference between results and 
results. One superintendent vigorously in- 
sists: ‘*In the matter of Rally Day it is not 
very difficult to get immediate results.’? In 
that superintendent’s -school and in many 
others the ‘‘immediate results’’ were sig- 
nificant because they told of the large invest- 
ment that went before, and, better still, were 
a promise for the future. 

Will the members of a certain little mis- 
sion school be able to forget the 1913 Rally 
Day? ‘Bad roads, long distances, moun- 
tains, poverty,”’ are some of the things i in the 
way of a regular attendance of the pupils. On 
Rally Day too percent of the membership 
was present! They can praise God for the 
mountains which He overcame. 

. Very different are the conditions of another 
school, in the far West. It is a graded school, 
with separate class-rooms, trained teachers, 
a workers’ library—all the equipment of an 
up-to-date institution is theirs. But they do 
not give this as the secret of their success, 
‘* Finally, we pray,’’ is the important sen- 
tence. 

Before the 1914 Rally Day The Sunday 
School Times hopes to have its readers share 
in the story of victory from schools of many 
kinds. If you haveenot yet told The Sunday 
School Times about your Rally Day, will 
you not write a brief note to the Editor, de- 
scribing the most striking or encouraging 


‘feature in connection with your observance 


of that day? Letters will be welcomed from 
schools that did not enter the Times Rally 
Day campaign, as well as from those who did. 
In a later issue will be announced the 
prize-winners for the three best articles tell- 
ing how a place on the Honor Roll was won. 
These lists tell but a small part of the 
Rally Day story, and The Sunday School 
‘Times extends hearty congratulation to the 
schools whose names appear here and to 
those others whose efforts are abundantly 
fruitful, even though not publicly recorded. 
The Honor List is divided into four groups, 
classed according to enrolment. Included 
in each list were to be the fifty schools at- 
taining on Rally Day the highest school 
attendance as compared with the enrol- 
ment, not including the Home Department 
or Cradle Roll. In Groups 2 an 3 many 
more than fifty reported Rally Day results ; 
in Groups 1 and 4 less than fifty reported, 
and these two lists include the schools at- 
taining a percentage higher than 50. 
The figures at the right show the percent- 
age “i enrolment present on Rally Day. 


. Schools of Less than 100 Members 


aeons San Gabriel, -Cal., Geo. T. Hanly.. 

Methodist Episcopal, Elmira, Ont., W. me 
Bradley  ...cccccccsccccccccccccssscccs 100 

Union, Brays, ‘Wash., S. L. Davison...... 100 


First Presbyterian, Long Prairie, Minn., Rev. 


D. B. Ralston ...cccccccccceccccsscces 97 
Zion Reformed, Bascom, O., C. L. Walter 97 
Walnut Grove, near Tulare, Cal., Mabel G. 

Clarke cccccccccccccccccccccccccsscces 97 
First Christian, Lynn, Mass., Rev. Thomas 

Pemn Uhm «cosets ccsccesccseccsccses 95 
Petrolia Mission, Pikeville, N. Y......... 96 
Long Prairie, Minn., Rev. B. Ralston... 96 


Cleveland, . 


St. Matthew’s Evangelical, 
Rev. Paul M. Schroeder 
United Presbyterian, Viola, Kans., Rev. W. 
rrr Rarer re eC 
Baptist, Wilmette, Ill., W. J.. McDowell. 
Congregational, Greenland, N. H., Mrs. WwW. 
H. Pocker 


weet eee eee weer sees eeeeeeees 


United Presbyterian, Riverside, Cal., E. J 
WED cache cokes 65056066 00065:554 9985 92 
Moravian, Coopersburg, Pa., Rev. Edmund 


de S. Brunner 


Oakland, Cal., Charles A. St. John....... gt 
Congregational, .Pewaukee, Wis., Margaret 
tere ee gt 
| Church of the Brethren, Cedar Rapids, Ia., 
= Se enn Tree gr 
Brainerd Congregational, Chicago, Ill., B. 
EB. Pringle ..cvccccccecccpcceccccccccce 90 





Stephentown Presb terian, Garfield, N, Y., 
Rev. Wilbur A 


~~ SSR Re “ye 
aw Baptist, West Huntington, Ww. ‘Va, 
PD Ae + eBeG dab tecah id ceciee 40% 86 
Third German Baptist, Philadelphia, Pa., 
Harry D. MOO Visser cincece coccs 85 
Demney, HN. Vi; G. Guaet inna ocaccok 85 


Presbyterian, Ashland, N. J., A. D. Plank 
First Cazenovia Ba tist, New Woodstock, 


N. Y., Floyd A. OOM pccenTeas sc... 83 
Sixteenth Baptist, Albert K. Pratt........ 82 
St. Paul United Fanatical, Kratzerville, 

Ph,,. JOR EE Cowacrs te wbic ccc 81 
Woodiawn Friends’, y PEE SEF, Va., George 

©, GO og no nc canter ti etdiae¢ és 79 
Howard Park M. E., Baltimore, Md., Jas 

ON OPO Poe ae ; 68 
First Baptist, San ‘Acacio, Colo., Miss Comp- 

GOA... d.tinian sAceakaworensanscuneves UT. FF 
Granby, Mass., Henry H. Moody ........ 74 
Worthen Street M. E., Lowell, ion: E. L. 

EE. 05:0 its etn as <a 55:08 GEN ks © 72 
First Reformed, Holton, Kans., Miss Katie | 

Dt Cet oleh gos ten nabiies obeiaa 7t 
Presbyterian, Woodstown, N. J., Rev. Wil- 

ee ar ee eee) eae Pe 66 
Congregational, West Cummington, Mass., 

Etta E, Starkweather he 6s 96 eka nud 60 

2. Schools of from 100 to 200 Members - 
Riverside Mission of the Brethren Church, . 

Lost Creek, Ky., S. A. Smith .......... 100 

Congregational, Kensington, Ct.,. Thomas * 
pS ee PE | 97 
Methodist Episcopal; Lucedale, Miss., J. Ra- 

MEE re REY” 97 
First Presbyterian, Girard, Pa., Rev. Chas ‘ 

4 ER. ES ey Saree 05 
Methodist, Lucedale, Mass., J. R. yee 95 
Dickey Church of a Brethren, Ashland, ‘ 
ha: Cobpel, Semele le “if ps ear 93 

‘ait pe ttsbu Pa:; T: ‘S. Trug 

bull: re e 


+ Andrew’s Presbyterian, Brandon, Mat, 


vid Creighton ,.......... Ss ostan coe Saal ded 
: ich. Mission, Pana,’ Ii., Miss: H; P. ees 2 
formed, Wyckoff, N. ‘79 Arthur Acké 


eee cccescescevvceeesecccccce se Wis 2 

United Presbyterian, Salineville, oO. S. ~ 
sendin tulad Ge bids aes Aides ase 40.0 6.0 eliek 92 
Methodist, Mt. Carroll, Tll.; Rev. E. G. Cat- i 
GOD thins 65006 s écvdebacneakenesene QI 


Center Presbyterian, near Grove City, Pi. 


RAO RRRRAEY Res ee 91 
Church of Christ, Erie, Pa., O. F. Merwin ‘90 
Presbyterian, Hinsdale, Ill., E. H. Bing- 

DT «sssaheh eas baths ¢amaees dmiks sca aee 90 
Congregational, Dundee, IIl., Edward A 

NE. sXSn Une hu vaenes bee sn hes acl 90 
Christian Church Bible School, Concord, 

Cal., We JOMMGON. .. v'vsiies vb ovecc dé o's 90 
East Congregational, Ware, Mass., E. S 

pg PR ro A eee 89 
Plain Grove Presbyterian, Slippery Rock, 

Pa.,: Rev. F. Benton Shoemaker :;..:... 89 
Northminster Presbyterian, Washington, D. . 

C.,. William A. Countryman. ..........% 88 
Westminster - Presbyterian, Keokuk, | Ia., 
BOE MEPUMEOD «6 on 0.3.09-65.0.0 one's 3 Se evan 88 
Presbyterian, Long Branch, N. J., Welling- : 
TEs SONNE Ve. ho ncad ons Le sc.se Ke ¢ 87 
Union, Graniteville, Staten Island, N. Y., : 
William B. Haughwout ...........6.0.%. 87 
Immanuel Reformed, Alliance, O., -W: M. ; 
errr? rs eet Pee Poe Lee 87 
si sty New York City, F. D.: Sheib- ¢ 

Obs B0hb 8S. 0606.0d55.5686006 FE OsS0RSe% 87 
Baptist, Woodside, Long Island, N. Y., Leo 

iatwaslhaveatetdvkebess ches bbaes cue 87 
Church of God, Alverton, Pa., Robert M. |; 

RR errr FR 86 
Union, Ellsworth Falls, Me., ate L.. -H. 

Guptill pon eiks aadiad Kade + hae ebe Ge EAs s.5 86 
— Baptist, Greenville, R. z; H. 8S. Tur- > 

Skid bob é6 bE aie ROE KEE OE b00 0 6 Keene. 5 
First. Presbyterian, Maysville, Ky., A. M. 

DY ROS, 4 choke oc beded Uelee cece cs det 85 
Troy, Pa., Rev. G. A. Baldwin ......00..0+ 84 
be M. E., Covington, Ky., O. H. Roet- . 

SL PEALE EMER Ons baao.6s 00 oh a0-00.8 4 
Robie Street Methodist, Halifax, N.-S., J. 

Ts, Wy. Ade.» wtke se hhan st? 80.045,0K> eels 84 
First Advent Christian, Santa Cruz, Cal.. 
BTR is, te I: 0.0. 66s ce nccucbeews 84 
Twin Creek, Athol, Ky., Miss M..M.-.Ayers 83 
Seventh Day Baptist, Little Genesee, N. Y., 
ee OP a eee ee ere 83 
Grace M. E. South, Aberdeen, Md., Orion ° 
Rl) FT ER RB ee Hi eee 83 
First Presbyterian, Kendallville, Ind., A. H. ; 

CR Ry Reet ee cet oe ee 2 
Zion aha Delaware, O., Fred Decker 82 
Church of God, Oak Grove, Columbia City, 

Tne, Teetity Scbre@er |... ss ccss cece cvs 82 
Bethany Baptist, Sydney, N. S., J. W. Dob- 

cn nn hen 06:6 66ch dk ched €9.0008.08 40 9 0.0.0.0 81 
Tiana Heights Chapel, Congregational, Dal- 

las, Texas, John W. Logan ............ 81 
Somersville ‘Congregational, Scitico, Conn., 
Blarcis J. Hariburt 2... .cccccccccces re 


(Continued on next page) 
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LESSON FOR DEC. 14 (Josh. 7) 





Why Not Use the 


American 
Standard 
Bible 


Edited by the American 
by Revision 


The most correct trans- 

lation 

By the most eminent 
Christian Scholars 


From the oldest manuscripts 


The best version of the Scrip- 
tures ever produced 


Prices from 35 cents up — for sale by leading 
Booksellers—send for Booklet and Price List te 


THOMAS NELSON & SONS 
Bible Publishers for Over 50 Years 
381 A Fourth Avenue, New York 
Agents Wanted for the Cross Reference Bible 

















Justa little better 
than any of its forty 
predecessors in its 
fulness of explana- 
tion, illustration 


and anecdotes—its 
wealth of material 
and its practical 
helpfulness for 
teacher and pupil. 


Price, $1.00 net 


Postpaid, $1.15 
W. A. WILDE COMPANY 
120 Boylston Street, Boston 
Rand-McNally 
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Entered at the Post-office at Philadelphia as 
“second-class matter.’’ 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, for either old or 
new subscribers, in the United States and 
Canada. ‘These rates include postage: 

Five or more copies, either to 

31.00 separate pr edi or in a pack- 

age to one address, $1.00 each, per year, 

$1 50 One copy, or any number of 

sili do covies less than five, $1.50 each, 

per year. One copy, five years, $6.00, 

: One free copy addi- 

Free Copies tional wit tcalionad 

for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 
$1.00 rate. 
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Trinity Moravian, Winston-Salem, N. C., 
ice IE nnn 0.6.06 6's 6a c00eteseeece 
First Baptist, Ora 
First Presbyterian, pringvilie, Sh 
Sir <cob Sah o mBehs c'nscs ede enede ce 78 | 
Central pameeens, Atianta, Ga., J. 
DGS EEC chobUes bo cesbecsedecedte 78 
= M. &. New Albany, Ind., i. 6. 
St. Paul's Lutheran, Burnham, Pa., Rev. 
et Wa MEY 9 dia deed 0 oc can 
Tenth United Presbyterian, North Side, 
Pittsburgh, Pa., F. O. Wettach.......... 75 


3. Schools of from 230 to 500 Members 


vie & nw sone Corsicana, Texas, Paul E. 
PE aS Pepe te 
Knox Church, Lethbridge, "Aiberta, Canada, 
John D. Higinbotham, 
Ervay Street M. E., South, Dallas, Texas, 
Charles L. Dealey 
Baptist, South Boston, Virginia, Robert S. 
Barbour ...... 
First Presbyterian, Ottumwa, oan: W. D. 


Str 
East Glenville M. E., Cleveland, Ohio, Paul 
BR EE ret Fs 9 
Westminster, Lethbridge, Alberta, Canada,. 
Tebm TeCGBAC oo. cede csccsect secctpos 
First Baptist, Evanston, Illinois, William 
Me ME 0's ose soba 5 600404660 P8b0'6 okOE 
Westminster Presbyterian, Greensburg,. Pa.? 
John C, Silsley .........seeeeereeeesee 95 
Clifton Crescent Hill M. E., Louisville, Ky., 
REOROR TOI oon an cc cc ns cade cececescnes 5 
Lanark Church of the Brethren, Ill, P. = e 
BOMGTIS occ ccccccccccesccccccsseccesese 95 
Zion’s Evangelical Lutheran, Steubenville, 
O., Edward Schultz .......eesseeesees 94 
Bethlehem Evangelical, Louisville, Ky., Min- 
Se PU CA hisin o'4S uso. 6.0 64-40 bo 00508 40 94 
First Baptist, Winnfield, La., J. J. Mixon.. 94 
t. James I-utheran, York, Pa., Ervin . 
DEERE. | rok is 6250 6b 0534095 00:00 @0008 Se 94 
Baptist, Fredonia, N. Y., C. L. Goulding.. 94 
First Baptist, Calgary, Alberta, Canada, A. 


Bt) ME 2.5. 0/s% 66:03 6 ease ease es dense eat 93 
First Baptist, Revere, Mass., Frank M 
PE isc etc si kbe Keke 040.00 4k0 09}: 0 Ob C8 93 
First United Presbyterian, Des Moines, Ia., 
Fred [, Beymer .nccccsesscccsccsccves 92 
Oak Park United Presbyterian, Philadel- 
phia, Murdo “Mackenzie ............+.+ 92 
M. E. South, Dexter, Mo., Dr. George W. 
VOFMON coe ccccccccncccccccssscocccoss 92 
Sunset Park M. E., Brooklyn, N. ¥..'2. a 
BED... ob a cc.0.0 cdign0s Se ccnesesecsaesee 92 
United Presbyterian, Santa Ana, Cal., A. 
Sy NE Svc o'bh'064.05b%d0's 0s so teneenas 2 
West End Methodist, South, Galveston, 
MOEN £9 diac 64 0.9.03.0:6%600.00'5.0 00060 080200 92 
Baptist, Clinton, Mass., Thomas. H. John- 
ROM “ccclnvocccbecsccccrentsceseenscese 2 
First Baptist, Berkeley, Cal., Justin H. Mc- 
ML: ied 40006.0 6.0 C8Gp.00'uyh ones s0 60 ees 92 
Second Presbyterian, Paterson, N. J., Wil- 
i i vane ees teks 080646 ek wae 9! 
Kilburn ‘Memorial Presbyterian, Newark, 
Wa Jog Domes GC. Gaseetly omen cccdocveis QI 


Athens, Ontario, Canada, T, S. Kendrick 91 
Boyle Heights Presbyterian, Los Angeles, 


i ae MD: o5t'bccassceseteen se 91 
Ba tist Church of the Redeemer, Flatbush, 
rooklyn; N, Y., Robert L. Jones re 91 
First Presbyterian, Emporia, Kansas, J. V. 
MD venca po baths +et0 endo os 0bcea eee 91 
First Avenue Presbyterian, Denver, Colo., 
Ces TNO, nna 6 0'55.0%08.0000 5566860 90 


Presbyterian, Fox Chase, Phila., Horace. P. 
Camden 


Olivet ahaa Utica, N. Y., Edward 
= a res 90 

nt Esp "Baptist, Lawrence, Mass., Frank 
UE, cab bden es Socerscesdesocecedccenee 89 

First Evangelical Lutheran, Beardstown, 
ES AE Perr ee 89 
Mellott Christian, Mellott, Ind., Lee Moser 89 
Moravian, Lititz, Pa., George L. Hepp.... 88 


St. Luke’s Reformed Episcopal, Frankford, 
Ds, SE CMUEE. vac cdccncnencees 88 
nae Halifax, N. we Canada, T. W. Creel- 


MD << cache Gee eta's6.c0 £064.66 $6 60.46% 496 88 
Trinity Methodist, Port Arthur, Ontario, 

Canada, ok 88 
Emanuel Lutheran, Brooklyn, N. Y., Emil 

We 006i th 64. ee eo e0.00g000 + 0.0Fbesgiee 88 


Main Street Free Baptist, Lewiston, Me., 


ON OS EE RRS Pe Ae eee 8&7 
United Sredhaterian. Minden, ete WwW. 
DEON: ence betes d6-650 0.0.0 2646.03.69 62.00.08 ’ 87 
Wingham Methodist, - Wingham, Ontario, 
Canada, F. Buchanan ....ccscecesccoce 87 
Bupeny, Stony Creek Mills, rm. B. J. ‘ 
PPpReed chat WR As 86 SSK ERE 5 d6.0 68 . 87 
Bell Street “Methodist, “Ottawa, Canada, W. 
Ja CARB 5 ocd ub 606s Sec esowsevre csenes 87 
Berwyn Chapel, Berwyn, “Md. James A. 
ROREIWED. 6 once ce sicccarccdtscecccese . 86 
Zion United Brethren, Myerstown, Pa., 
Isaac B. Haak ccccccscecccccccese coos 86 
4. Schools of over 500 Members 
Plymouth Congregational, Oakland, Cal., 
Dowie J. BOAO co cccedesectasar be ses 98 
Second Baptist, Richmond, Va., Frank T. 
oe RTT TU eee ee ee 93 
First Baptist, Elmira, N. Y., O. N. Rey- 
eT Ree re ee 91 
North Avenue Presbyterian, Atlanta, Ga., 
Ss TS ar ee eee 90 
First Brethren, Dayton, Ohio, G. W. Brum- 
BE ones cccnced bese pesb0s sos eee sEED es 89 


Swedish Free, Rockford, Ill., Gust Kling 89 
First Presbyterian, Auburn, N. Y., O. €. 


PORE. se cccoqersrccaveceecessesveesses 87 
Genant Presbyterian, Elizabeth, N. J., Con- 

Over English ....ccccccscccccvcccsceve 86 
First Presbyterian, Battle Creek, Mich., W. 

SE Pre rT oe 86 
North Avenue M. E., Pittsburgh, N. $ 

|, a eae A ree ee eee 86 
St. Matthew’s Evangelical Lutheran, York, 

Pa.; B. A. Bleeseer wccccccvccccteccee 84 


» Mass., S. A. tel, | 
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| First Baptist, Shreveport, La., L. E. Thomas 8% 
' The A Sunday School, Chicago, IIL, 

WEG ob) sc'snvewaas onacis 0 cose OF 

nion Lethorsn, York, Pa., W. i Bond.... 83 

Grace Reformed, Akron, 0., W. J. Frank 82 
eee Methodist, naiaoney Can., pa J. 

aton 


ol 

First Baptist. Elgin, Ill., W. D. Kimball. . 78 

vies Y sean ype York, Pa., David E. 
SEE books cake da't'cns 0 a0 


| Dovercourt Road Baptist, Toronto, Ontario, 








Canada, E. H. Ro 
First Methodist seem, Los Angeles, Cal., 
H. W. Brodbe 
ss 9 Methodist Episcopal, Mount Vernon, 


William D. Howe .........0++05 75 
First United Evangelical, Reading, Pa., 
I a re rn 75 
St. John’s A. M. E., Norfolk, Va., James 
ee SOE Gab sik.bs 4 000000000900 ca.0045 73 
First Baptist, Indianapolis, aie 7 ae 
PERSO €:6 06.6 sb Fob dade ¢ n6.04059006462 68 
First M. E., Collingswood, N. J., Alfred 
Fi, ROMO ccesconserocerecccacsceces 67 
North Baptist, Camden, N. J., T. W. 
POTN 6 caw kb cb beh cre poccddceeres doses 64 
High Street Church of Christ, Akron, O., 
Wrens TORN  ciceie docs cccccdscoese 57 
First Methodist Episcopal, Manchester, N. 
Gg RR ee ECE FE Aerie 56 
Great Bethel Baptist, Uniontown, Pa., D. 
M. Hertzog ....... cv.cecceenccoocccese SY 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 








Sunday, December 14, 1913 
Lessons from the Men and Women of 
the Bible (Heb. 11 : 1-40). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


Mon.—Lot'’s worldliness (Gen. 13 : 7-13). 

‘lUES.—A wise choice (1 Kings 3 : 5-15). 

WED.—Inspired workers (Exod. 36 : 1-3). 

‘THUkS.—Mother-love (2 Sam. 21 : 8-14). 

FRI,—Miriam, the gifted (Num. 12 : 1-13). 

Sat.—T a" girl that knew her mind (Ruth 
: 6-18). 











Tell about your favorite Bible character. 

What, for you, isthe greatest lesson in the 
life of a Bible man or woman ? 

Name one common but important lesson, 


O ONE who has ever heard Mr. Moody 
describe Bible scenes or Bible char- 
acters will ever forget the vividness 

and reality of his descriptions. It was just as 
though the scene described had taken place 
yesterday in our own town or the character of 
whom he spoke might be the very next man 
to meet us on the street, Take a Bible story 
and tell it to some little children, and see 
whether you can make it so real and present 
that they will prefer to hear it rather than any 
account of actual present day happenings. 


( Continued on next page) 








Fully Nourished 
Grape-Nuts a Perfectly Balanced Food 


No chemist’s analysis of Grape-Nuts 
can begin to show the real value of the 
food—the practical value as shown by 
personal experience. 

It is a food that is perfectly balanced, 
supplies the needed elements for both 
brain and body in all stages of life from 
the infant, through the strenuous times of 
active middle life, and is a comfort and 
support in old age. 

‘*For two years I have used Grape- 
Nuts with milk and a little cream, for 
breakfast. Iam comfortably hungry for 
my dinner at noon. 

‘*T use little meat, plenty of vegetables 
and fruit, in season, for the noon meal, 
and if tired at tea time, take Grape-Nuts 
alone and feel perfectly nourished. 

‘* Nerve and brain power and memory 
are much improved since using Grape- 
Nuts. I am over sixty and weigh 155 
lbs. My son and husband seeing how I 
had improved are now using Grape-Nuts. 

**My son, who is a traveling man, 
eats nothing for breakfast but Grape- 
Nuts and a glass of milk. An aunt, over 
70, seems fully nourished on Grape-Nuts 
and cream.” ‘‘ There’s a Reason.” 

Name given by Postum Co., Battle 
Creek, Mich. Read ‘‘The Road to Well- 
ville,” in pkgs. 

Ever read the above letter? Anew 
One appears from time to time. They 
are genuine, true, and full of human 
interest. 
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freedom of sunlight exer- 
cise which nature intended, 
and vital body-forces are 


SCOTT’S EMULSION 


is the concentrated pure food- 
medicine to check this decline. It 
refreshes the body by making 
healthy blood, and is nature’s 
greatest aid to fortify the funga 
















CREAS EO THE ATTENDANCE AT IME 
40R05 SUPPER (N THOUSANDS 
OF LHURTHES 1T WiLi 20 500A 
YOUR CHURCH SéuQ FOR 1LUS 
TRATEO PRICE 4/5 


AL COMMUNIO oe QRRVICR co, 
AOL lTOS Chestnut Street 
B Philacelphie 








Over 20,000 Churches 


now use the Thomas In- 
dividual communion 
Outfits on trial, 


Communion Co.,Box S Lima,0. 


‘The Popular 
Sunday -School Calendars 














The Sunday-School Calendar 
The Home Department Calendar 
The Adult Bible Class Calendar 


And the three calendars differ only in 
the specially designed cover for each 


— 

They all differ from most calendars, 
however, in their compact usefulness, 
their low price, and the material on the 
monthly leaves. 

Each leaf bears beautiful quotations 
from poems and prose of helpfulness ; 
the Uniform International Lesson loca- 
tion and Golden Text for each Sunday 
of the month, and a Scripture reading 
for each day of the month. 

Thecalendar measures 5 {x 8X inches, 
and has a small eyelet at the top, so it 
can be hung up anywhere. The cover 
of each is printed in red and black, with 
a reproduction from a photograph illus- 
trating some scene in the life of Christ. 

he school calendar for most classes 
or for all; the adult calendar, if you pre- 
fer, for the grown-ups; the Home De- 
partment calendar for the membership 
at home. 

Ten cents each; $1.00 a dozen; $8.00 
a hundred. We pay oe paeaeete. This 
ts the inexpensive, good-for-the-year 
Lift that many a school or teacher is 
seeking. Thousands sold last year. 
Order promptly. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa, 
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EVERY TEACHER 
SHOULD.HAVE 


THE 
SUNDAY- SCHOOL 
WORLD 


Published Monthly. Contains Best 
Helps on Uniform Lessons. It 
gives real SPIRITUAL MELP 
AND UPLIFT for TEACHING 


through the 


NEW PLAN 


of Daily Bible Readings 
with Interpretation daily by 


REV. F. B. MEYER 


of London, England 





Subscribe NOW for 1914 
at SPECIAL PRICE— 
PER COPY FOR 
60 cents "The Year: 
pes” This special. price will be 
withdrawn December 31, 1913. 





Send order at once and 
receive FREE the is- 
sues far November and 
December, 1913. 
> + c 


American Sunday-School Union * 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 


(Continued from preceding page) 
Imagination was given to us for this very 
—— It will be well to read again John 

uskin’s great words in which he tells us this : 


** What are the legitiniate uses of the imagin- 
ation ; that is to say, of the power of perceiv- 
ing with the mind things which cannot be 
paceg 93 by the senses? Its first and no- 

t use is to enable us to bring sensibly to 
our sight the things which are recorded as 
belonging to our future state or invisibly sur- 
—— us in this, It is given us that we 

imagine the cloud of witnesses in heaven 
}and earth and sea as if they were present— 
the souls of the righteous waiting for us ; that 
we may conceive the great army of the in- 
habitants of heaven, and discover among 
‘them those whom we most desire to be with 
forever ;. that we may be able to vision forth 


the chariots of fire on the mountains that 
gird us round ; but, above all, to call up the 
scenes and facts in which we are commanded 
to believe, and be present, as if in the body, 
at every recorded event of the history of the 
Redeemer.”’ 

< 


Using the imagination in this way we share 
the experiences of the great characters of the 
Bible. As Dr, Tyng said : 


I go aut and commune with it I ‘hold com- 
munion with my God, I am Moses, just 
come down from the burning mountain, his 
face shining with joy and the glory of the 
Lord. I am Isaiah, and have come from the 
golden courts where the seraphim and cheru- 
bim shout Ilallelujah to the Lord God of 
Hosts. I am Paul, and have seen the third 
heavens opened, and can tell what is uttered 
there, and have seen gloriés ineffable which 
no tongue can tell nor imagination conceive. 
I am John, and have laid my head upon.the 
Master’s bosom, and have caught, warm with 
his breath, the very whispers of the sweet 
counsel which he has breathed into my ear, 
**It'is not from any intervention or inter- 
pretation of man that it derives its’ power. 


preserved it. It is still-breadand food for all 





1816 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia 











The Secret of French} 
Cookery 


American wives 
are learning the 
French secret of 
making most 
jappetizing dishes 
J —soups, entrees, 
croquettes, des- 













good 
things— 
4 from “‘left- 
gk overs.” The work of 
S23 preparationiseasily and 

quickly done in their 


ENTERPRISE 


Meat AND Food Chopper 


Uses tiny, choice bite that would otherwise 

be thrown away. Chops meat, fish, vege- 

tables, fruit, or whatever is put into the 

chopper. Means a better table at lower cont 
Family Size, $1.75 Large Size, $3.60 

If you wish a lower-priced machine, get the 

Enterprise Food C At the price it has 


| 








noequal. Ask your ealerto show you both 
machines in the size you need. Ae 
it fo er cow now soak Sash, & 
** The Enterprising Househeeper’’ — 
Over 200 reliable recipes and h hold helps. W 
to plan to make a ay age easier and m 
pleasurable. Write for it today. 
Tian OREN MFG. CO. rnd PA, t 
Dept. 65 Philadelphia, P. 














Jum CLASS "de 23 


J a, Fahy tag 3 TO YOU 
cane For Coltege, School or Society 

_ NO. 1671 Catalog with attractive 4 
prices.maiied free upon request. Special / 
offer, either style of pins here illustrated 
with any three letters and figures, one or 
two colors of enamel. Sterling Silver, 30c. no = g 
each: $3.00do0z.; Silver Plate, rsc. each; $1.50 doz. 
BASTIAN BROS, CO., 304 Bastian Bidg., Rochester, N.Y. 





FOR STEREOPTICON, Bees: 


arranged with Scripture, notes, and so “et: 


Balopticon for sale, $25. M. G. Cole, “E:., 85 ille, N 


cme BELLS =. 


McSuane Bas Femwery Go. Barrios, 

















the’ world.”’ 


| No Bible men are.of greater interest than 
the ‘l'welve whom Jesus chose to be his Apos- 
tles. And nowhere have the characters of 
the Apostles been more beautifully and yet 
succinctly analyzed than in Dr, Robert Ellis 
‘Thompson’s ‘*The Apostles as Every Day 
Men,”’ published by The Sunday School 
Times. Dr. Thompson takes up the twelve 
two by two and shows how wonderfully the 
Lord fitted ‘them together, and how wonder- 
fully, also, his influence moulded them. 


b 


That is one of the great and inspiring 
thoughts which the study of Bible characters 
suggests to us. We see how creative and 
ennobling the influence of God’s Spirit is 
upon human personality in freeing it from all 
that depresses and constrictsit. ‘* The Apos- 
tles,’? says Dr. Thompson, and his remark 
applies to all lives which are submitted to 
God, ‘‘ were touched, erilarged and ennobled 
by the same Spirit as spoke through the pro- 
phets. Saul of Tarsus, for instance, if our 
Lord had not entered his life, might have had 
a name among the Rabbis of the Talmud, 
that weary and dreary compilation of rules 
and opinions, refinings and hair splittings. 
He would have been lost in. the crowd of 
tradition-mongers, and his influence on the 
world’s history would have been utterly -un- 
Our Lord’s first command to 
e hour of his conversion, is ‘ Arise 
jd upon thy feet.’ There we find 
Sethe rest of his life, standing on his 
me), living his own life, uttering his own 

j, leaving his personal mark on every 

| wrote, and all this because he is liv- 
/ Jacting by the inspiration of his Lord’s 
vont, and can do all things through the 

‘bho makes him strong. ‘W here the 





the Lord is, there is liberty.’’’ The 


<wueweine Spirit of the Bible has produced 
}\| the richest series of great individual char- 


acters of which we know, 
% 

Name the five greatest women of the Bible 
story and tell the life history of each. Name 
the five greatest Old Testament characters 
and the five greatest men from the New Tes- 
tament. And name some interesting char- 
acters who are named but once in the Bible, 
but who yet stand out as clear and distinct 
tay | Pot Simon of Cyre Melchizedek and Quartus 
and Simon of Cyrene and Dorcas and others, 





the ministry of eur God beside us, and see |. 


‘* That book is the book of God, and when , 


God gave ittome. He made it, and he has | 





Your throat will be - 
grateful for Formamint; after _. 
the old-time unpleasant methods 


Gargling needed much prac- Although fatal to disease germs 


tise ; it often nauseated ; and it Formamint is absolutely harm- 
did very imperfectly the work it less to the delicate lining mem- 
was designed to do. 


brane of the mouth and throat. 
The tablets may. be used freely 
Now youslip a delicious Forma- without  fear—Formainint com- 
mint tablet into the mouth and pings —with . lactose | and. other ° 
give your mind to other matters. appropriate ingredients my pow: 
erful bactericide which is mor- 
Sore Throat tal only to disease gerris... At 
Sore.throat is a painful and dis- all druggists. 50 tablets for 50 
tressing affliction in itself; it is cents. 
often a prelude to severe consti- 
tutional disease—influenza, diph- 
theria, scarlet fever, rheumatism. 


Mme. Adelina Patti, 
The Queen of Song, writes : 

**IT -have taken Formamint Tablets. for 
some time past, and haye much pleasure in 
Every sufferer from sore throat saying that i find them very beneficial for 
P the throat.” 
fF - OF sore mouth should POSSESS A Barico Caruso. 

*** bottle ‘of Formamint ‘tablets in ‘The world’s greatest tenor, writes : 

: “J have found Formamint Tablets ver 
¥ order to be ready for the first pleasant to the taste and beneficial to the 

‘sign of this ominous malady. _ throat.’ 

You thay save yourself from ‘con- ~ Dr. Wm. Lee Howard, “ty 
finement to the house, perchance —_,, {he well-known medicil poe ag 
from a siege in bed, by usin Formamint we have a remedy that is invalu- 
: Bt . abl keeping the mouth and air passa 
Formamint in time. Peal aah «Fo cation.” it alia 





Many disease germs lodge for 
a certain period in the throat Write Today for FREE Sample 
It is of generous size and will prove to 


before invading the body tissues. you that Formamint is wonderfully ef- 
They can there be successfully ective as well as pleasant in mouth and 


throat troubles. Send a 2-cent stamp 
attacked and destroyed by Forma- to pay postage and we will pedy cena 
mint. 


you this /ee trial tube. Address 
A. WULFING & COMPANY, 27-D Irving Place, New York 


Affiliated with The Bauer Chemical Company, Makers of Sanatogen—the Food Tonic 





























GOOD BOOKS FOR GIFTS tne sateen HE toapany 








| with timely help for the boy and girl at ages of greatest danger. Also 


| concerning the delicate questions of life, with warning to all against 








SEX INSTRUCTION 


A’ VITAL MESSAGE for every member of every home. Safe, 
Sane, Scientific, Christian Help to the proper knowledge of self and 
sex, for every. married and marriageable man and woman, together 


a simple, sensible, complete guide to parents for instruction of children 


the prevailing ignorance of God’s Laws of Sex and Heredity, 


By PROF. T. W. SHANNON 
international Lecturer, and Author of eight Purity Books. 


* *T- trust that it may be cordially received into the homes ot 
America, that our sons and daughters may be fortified against the 
temptations which constantly meet tem and that every life Fees) 4 have a fair chance to 
attain all for which it was created,”"—JB. S. Steadwell, Pres. World's Purity Federatzon. 


Over Half Million Shannon Books Published to Date 


From all over the civilized world come orders for Shannon Books of Self Hel Eager 
. young people, anxious mothers, wise fathers, interested teachers anc all ‘atured tid and 
women order Shannon Books and write us their heartfelt thanks. 
Lecturers, Evangelists, Ministers and Social Workers sell Shannon’s Books 
the tens of thousands for the good they wili do. Agents make from. $3.00 to 
; $35. 00 per day. Information on request. 
‘* Perfect Manhood,’’ ** Perfect Womanhood,’’ cloth, 
Titles and Prices. 75 Cents each." Perfect Girlhood,’ Perfect Boy- 
ood,’’ ‘‘ How to Tell the Story. of Life,’’ cloth, 40 cents each. ‘To introduce 
into a million homes before close of year we make the following introductory Offer : 


Send $1.25 now for these Five Great Books 
Special Introductory Offer. bound in —e postpaid. Rich!y illustrated with 
color plates and halftones. Sell singly at $2.7 Order now and suave 45. 
Also order ‘* ticcedity Explained,” cloth, 73 cents. Mention this paper eae receive Free with above order 
copy of ** Spooning,’’ Shannon's latest —_ dealing with a social problem hitherto untouched. Intro- 
ductory price ‘* Spooning ’’ alone, 15 cents 


THE S. A. MULLIKIN CO., 224 Mullikin Bldg., Marietta, Ohio 











